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BACKGROUND

Introduction

Marriage is a legal union of persons of opposite sex in the context of Lesotho. The
foundation of the family for most societies is through the relationship between
individuals of opposite sex which forms marriage. Marriage can include legal,
social, and religious elements. It is wusually understood as a male-female
relationship designed to reproduce children and successfully socialize them.
Historically, most societies have allowed some form of polygamy. Most of the
world's populations including Lesotho now live in societies where polygamy is less
common and marriages are overwhelmingly monogamous.

The 2019 marriage statistics report provides a summary of information on all
marriages that occurred throughout the country during the period 2019. The
Bureau of Statistics (BOS) obtains data relating to marriage from administrative
records on marriages at the Law office (Ministry of Justice, Human Rights and Law
and Constitutional Affairs’) and at National Identity and Civil Registry (NICR) in
Ministry of Home Affairs. The data is then compiled, analyzed and published by the
Bureau of Statistics.

Information on marriages is tabulated by place of occurrence and not place of
residence. This is because marriages involve two individuals (the Bride and the
Groom), who may have different places of residence.

Information is also provided on some characteristics of marriage such as date of
marriage as well as some socio-demographic characteristics of both the Bride and
Groom (that is; age at the time of registering marriage, previous marital status,
district of solemnization, and whether special license or banns was issued).

Data Limitations

There are two systems of marriages in Lesotho, namely, Customary Law and Civil
Law system. It is important to mention that not all marriages have been presented
in this report because there are some marriages that are endorsed by the village
chief (under Customary Law); these marriages are not registered with the Registrar
of Marriages hence they are not covered by this report.



Registered Marriages

The trend in marriages indicates the pattern in which registered marriages tend to
be when observed over time. Table 1 shows the number and percentage
distribution of registered marriages from 2015 to 2019. It shows that there were
2,316 marriages registered in 2019. There is 0.3 percentage point increase of
registered marriages from 2018 to 2019. The results further show that the highest
percentage of registered marriages was in 2015 at 21.3 while the least percentage
was in 2018 at 18.3. In general, there were 12,481 of registered marriages in
Lesotho within a period of five years.

Table 1: Number and Percentage of Registered Marriages in Lesotho, 2015 to 2019

Year Number Percent
2015 2,660 21.3
2016 2,640 21.2
2017 2,577 20.6
2018 2,288 18.3
2019 2,316 18.6
Total 12,481 100.0

Age at Marriage

Age at marriage is of particular interest to population studies because it marks the
beginning of regular exposure to the risks of childbearing. Figure 1 shows the
percentage distribution of marriages by age group of the groom and bride. It
displays that most brides enter into marriage at age group 25 to 29 with a record of
32.1 percent while the least proportion is observed at age 15 to 19 recording 1.7
percent. As for grooms, the highest proportions that enter into marriage are at age
group 30 to 34 at 26.8 percent while the least proportion is observed at age 15 to
19 years at 0.2 percent. The figure further shows that at younger ages (15-19) more
brides were getting married while at older ages (50+) there were more grooms.

Figurel: Percentage Distribution of Marriages by Age of the Bride and the Groom, 2019
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Date of Marriage

Date of marriage emphasizes the fact that marriage is a priority and it allows a
person to remember the moment that changed one from being single to having a
spouse. The month in which marriage was solemnized is very crucial to couples
that got in union as it marks their wedding anniversary. Figure 2 illustrates the
percentage distribution of marriages by date of marriage. It shows that most
marriages were solemnised in December estimated at 15.4 percent. The second
largest proportion of marriages occurred in April recording 13.2. The figure further
shows that the least marriages were solemnised in July with a record of 5.7
percent.

Figure 2: Percentage Distribution of Marriages by Date of Marriage, 2019
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Place of Marriage

The place where marriage was solemnized relates to the district where marriages
occurred. Figure 3 indicates the percentage distribution of marriages by place of
marriage. As depicted by the figure, most of the marriages were registered in
Maseru constituting 52.3 percent and the second largest proportion of marriages
was registered in Leribe with 9.9. The figure further shows that the district with
least registered marriages was Qacha’s Nek estimated at 1.3 percent. It is also
noticed from the figure that registration of all marriages in districts was below 10
percent except in Maseru.



Figure 3: Percentage Distribution of Marriages by Place of Marriage, 2019
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Marital Status

Marital status of the bride and groom illustrates the marital condition that the
bride and the groom were in at the time that they were registering the current
marriage. Table 2 shows the percentage distribution of marriages by marital status
of the groom and bride at the time of marriage. The table shows that most of the
brides were spinsters when they were registering the current marriage at 76.1
percent while the least proportions were widows and divorcees each at 1.3.
Regarding the grooms, the highest proportion was observed for those that were
bachelors at the time of registering the current marriage with 72.2 while the least
proportion was for widows recording 2.7.

Table 2: Percentage Distribution of Marriages by Marital Status, 2019

Marital Status Bride Groom
Single 76.1 72.2
Divorced 1.3 3.7
Widowed 1.3 2.7
Customarily Married 21.3 21.4

Type of Solemnization

The term ‘solemnization’ refers to the type of license or authority, which is used to
legalize a marriage. In Lesotho, there are two different types of authority under
which a marriage may be solemnized: publication of banns (an announcement,
especially in a church, of an intended marriage) and special license (a document
issued by state authority authorizing a couple to marry).

Table 3 presents the number and percentage distribution of marriages with respect
to solemnization type indicated as legal preliminary of special license over banns. It



shows that most marriages were solemnized religiously estimated at 60.4 percent
as opposed to those done at Home Affairs with a record of 39.6 percent. Out of 60.4
percent that was religiously solemnised, 56.8 percent preferred calling of banns
while 3.6 applied for special license. With regard to marriages that were solemnised
at Home Affairs (39.6 percent), about 39.5 percent was announced through banns
while 0.1 percent was done through a special license.

Table 3: Number and Percentage Distribution of Marriages by Type of Solemnization, 2019

Number Percent
License/Banns Home Affairs Religious Home Affairs Religious
Banns 916 1,315 39.5 56.8
License 2 83 0.1 3.6

Total 918 1,398 39.6 60.4




Annex

Registered Marriages, 2015-2019

Year Number
2015 2,660
2016 2,640
2017 2,577
2018 2,288
2019 2,316
Total 12,481

Marriages by Age Group, 2019

Bride Groom
15-19 40 4
20-24 445 114
25-29 743 534
30-34 508 620
35-39 296 427
40-44 157 266
45-49 73 144
50+ 54 207
Total 2,316 2,316
Date of Marriage, 2019
Number
January 150
February 138
March 208
April 305
May 181
June 162
July 132
August 180
September 145
October 161
November 198
December 356

Total 2,316




Place of Marriage, 2019

Number

Botha-Bothe 130
Leribe 230
Berea 218
Maseru 1,212
Mafeteng 178
Mohale's Hoek 114
Quthing 65
Qacha's Nek 30
Mokhotlong 47
Thaba-Tseka 92
Total 2,316
Marital Status, 2019

Bride Groom
Single 1,762 1,673
Divorced 31 85
Widowed 30 62
Customary Married 493 496
Total 2,316 2,316
Way of Solemnization, 2019
License/Banns Home Affairs Religious
Banns 916 1,315
License 2 83
Total 918 1,398
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