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1.1 Introduction 

Vital registration is one of the main sources of population statistics and is a process of (a) 
collecting information by civil registration or enumeration on the frequency of occurrence of 
specified and defined vital events, as well as relevant characteristics of the events themselves 
and of the person or persons concerned, and (b) compiling, processing, analyzing, evaluating, 
presenting and disseminating these data in statistical form. The vital events of interest include 
among others: births, deaths, marriages, divorces and separations. This report presents data 
related to reported divorces only.  

There could be various factors that contribute to a couple’s decision to dissolve marriage and 
they include the following: infidelity (adultery), lack of (or poor) communication, non-fulfillment 
of conjugal rights, emotional and physical abuse, hazardous levels of alcohol consumption, 
desertion, and perhaps incompatibility as primary grounds for divorce. Thus, the factors stated 
above contribute in one way or another in making life intolerable to the partner who is being 
subjected to them. 

The general objective of this report is to present the demographic characteristics of the divorced 
persons and to show the changing divorce patterns over time. Also, the objective is to show the 
main causes of divorce. This report presents statistical information on divorces that were filed 
in 2020 only by the High Court of Lesotho. These data are collected by the Bureau of Statistics 
from the High Court, and then compiles, processes, analyzes and publishes the analytical 
report.  

Data on divorce is classified by the following variables; age of plaintiff and defendant, sex of 
plaintiff and defendant, parties’ place of residence, reasons for dissolution of marriage and 
duration of marriage. The plaintiff refers to the party who initiates a divorce suit in a court 
against the opposite party (defendant). All couples who were granted divorce during the year 
2020 were married under civil law in community of property. 

  

1.2 Data Limitations 

The data on divorce relates only to marriages solemnized by civil law and not by customary law 
as there are cases of customary marriages that go unreported. This suggests that, for such 
marriages, even the divorce is highly unlikely to be reported. The information does not include 
other important issues such as the educational and employment status of the parties and the 
impact of divorce is also a crucial element but it is not included in this report because the 
primary data had initially been compiled for administrative purposes. For the divorces to be 
granted there must be a marriage certificate but 60 of them were granted without marriage 
certificates. Therefore, the analysis of this report is based only on divorces granted with 
marriage certificates.  
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2.1 Registered Divorces 

The underlying pattern of divorce behaviour is interpreted and predicted on the basis of past 
historical data based on time. Figure 1 presents a series of granted divorces from 2016 to 2020. 
The highest number of divorces were approved in 2017 with 197cases. The least number of 
divorces were noticed in 2019 represented by 149 cases. In 2020, 177 persons filed for divorce 
and the results show that 873 cases of divorces were registered during this five-year period. 
 

Figure 1: Number of Registered Divorces in Lesotho, 2016 to 2020 

 

 

2.2 Divorces and Parties’ Place of Residence 

Figure 2 presents percentage distributions of occurrences of divorces by place of residence in 
2020. The figure shows that Maseru recorded the highest number of divorces estimated at 49.2 
percent followed by Leribe with 14.7 percent and then Berea at 10.7 percent. In all other 
districts, each recorded a percentage share of less than 10.0. Although South Africa is not the 
district, it has been included because some divorce cases were filled and were later reported to 
Lesotho. The least was observed in Quthing and RSouth Africa (SA) with 0.6 percent each, 
while Thaba-Tseka recorded 1.7 percent of the total divorce cases.  
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Figure 2: Percentage Distribution of Divorces by District, 2020 

 

 

2.3 Place of residence and Sex 

This shows where the plaintiff resided as at the time of filing for divorce and their sex. Figure 3 
illustrates the percentage distribution of divorces by sex of plaintiff and their place of residence. 
It shows that in almost all the places, the divorce was mostly filed by a female counterpart. This 
is the case except for Berea, Quthing and Qachas’ Nek with 5.6, 0.6 and 1.7 percent 
respectively. Maseru recorded the highest number of female plaintiffs than other districts 
followed by Leribe and both Mafeteng, and Berea estimated at 28.8, 9.0 and 5.1 percent 
respectively. The figure further shows that there were no divorces filed by females in Quthing 
and RSA.  
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Figure 3: Percentage Distribution of Divorces by District and Sex of Plaintiff, 2020

 
 

2.4 Age and Sex 

The age composition of divorced people is important in establishing the age at which most 
couples dissolve their marriages. Figure 4 shows the percentage distribution of divorces by age 
and sex of plaintiff. It ilustrares that at the lower ages (between 15 and 29 years) there were 
more female plaintiffs than there were males. Females tend to mostly file for divorce at age 
group 20 to 24 years at 27.1 percent. In the older ages (30 to 45+), there seems to be more male 
plaintiffs than there are females. In age group 30 to 34 years, 10.7 percent of divorces were 
filed by males. 

 

Figure 4: Percentage Distribution of Divorces by Age group and Sex of Plaintiff, 2020 
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2.5 Age group and Sex of Defendant 

Table 1 illustrates the percentage distribution of divorces by age group and sex of defendant. It 
is depicted from the table that 41.2 percent of defendants were females while 58.8 percent were 
males. The highest percentage of both male and female defendants were observed at age group 
25 to 29 years with 39.0 percent. It is further noticed that the least percent of defendants were 
at old ages of 45 years and above. There were no male defendants at younger (15 to 19 years) 
and older ages (45 years and above). 

 

 

Table 1: Percentage Distribution of Divorces by Age Group and Sex of Defendant, 2020 

Age Group  Male Female Total 

15-19 0.0 4.0 4.0 

20-24 15.8 13.6 29.4 

25-29 24.9 14.1 39.0  

30-34 12.4 5.1 17.5 

35-39 4.5 1.7 6.2 

40-44 1.1 1.7 2.8 

45+ 0.0 1.1 1.1 

5.1 

27.1 

19.8 

5.1 

0.6 0.6 0.6 0.6 

7.3 

15.8 

10.7 

2.3 2.8 
1.7 

0.0

5.0

10.0

15.0

20.0

25.0

30.0

15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45+

Pe
rc

en
t 

Age-Group 

Female

Male



7 
 

Total 58.8 41.2 100.0 
 

2.6 Reasons for Divorce 

There are many reasons that commonly contribute to the breakdown of marriages in a marital 
union. In Lesotho it appears that the most common reasons for divorces are adultery and 
desertion (Malicious and Constructive). Figure 5 presents the percentage distribution of 
divorces by reason of divorce. Almost half (46.7percent) of the marriages in Lesotho are broken 
due to adultery. The other half happens due to Malicious and Constructive Desertion at 37.3 
and 15.8 percent respectively. 

Figure 5: Percentage Distribution of Reasons for Divorces, 2020 

 

 

2.7: Place of Residence and Reasons for Divorce 

Percentage distribution of divorces by place of residence and reason for divorce is presented in 
Table 2. Overall, the leading cause of divorce is adultery and it is mostly pronounced in Maseru 
district with 22.6 percent. All divorces that took place in Republic of South Africa were due to 
adultery while those which took place in Quthing were as a result of malicious desertion. It is 
also observed that the least causes of divorces were in these two places. In general, about half 
(46.9 percent) of the cases of divorces that were filed were as a result of adultery, as the leading 
cause of divorce in Lesotho.  

Table 2: Percentage Distribution of Divorces by Place of Residence and Reason for Divorce, 2020 
  Reason For Divorce   

Place of Residence Adultery Constructive Desertion Malicious Desertion Total 

Botha-Bothe 2.8 0.0 1.7 4.5 

[CATEGORY NAME] 
46.9% 

[CATEGORY NAME] 
15.8% 

[CATEGORY NAME] 
37.3% 
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Leribe 5.6 2.8 6.2 14.7 

Berea 4.5 2.3 4.0 10.7 

Maseru 22.6 7.9 18.6 49.2 

Mafeteng 5.1 1.7 2.3 9.0 

Mohale’s Hoek 1.7 0.0 1.1 2.8 

Quthing 0.0 0.0 0.6 0.6 

Qacha’s Nek 0.0 0.6 1.7 2.3 

Mokhotlong 3.4 0.6 0.0 4.0 

Thaba-Tseka  0.6 0.0 1.1 1.7 

SA 0.6 0.0 0.0 0.6 

Total 46.9 15.8 37.3 100.0 

 

2.8: Age and Reasons for divorce 

Table 3 shows the percentage distribution of divorces by age group of defendant and reasons 
for divorce. It is evident from this table that, the age group where marriages were most 
dissolved was 25 to 29 years with 39.0 percent. At this age, divorces were mostly dissolved 
irrespective of reasons for divorce. The most outstanding reason for the dissolution of marriage 
was adultery at 16.9 percent followed by 16.4 percent in the age group 20 to 24 years. It is also 
observed that 15.8 percent of divorces was due to malicious desertion for age group 25 to 29 
years. It is observed that the higher the age group the lower the chances of divorce. The age 
group with the least incidences of marriage dissolutions is age group 45 and above with1.1 
percent and the second least is age group 40 to 44 years with 2.8 percent. 

 

 

 

 

Table 3: Percentage Distribution of Divorces by Age Group of Defendant and Reason for Divorce, 2020 
 Reason For Divorce 

AgeGroup  Adultery Constructive 
Desertion 

Malicious 
Desertion 

Total 

15-19 2.3 0.0 1.7 4.0 
20-24 16.4 4.0 9.0 29.4 

25-29 16.9 6.2 15.8 39.0 

30-34 7.9 2.8 6.8 17.5 

35-39 2.8 2.3 1.1 6.2 
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40-44 0.6 0.6 1.7 2.8 

45+ 0.0 0.0 1.1 1.1 

Total 46.9 15.8 37.3 100.0 
 

2.9 Duration of Marriage 

Figure 6 illustrates the percentage distribution of divorces by duration of marriage. It shows 
that most (49.1 percent) of the marriages were dissolved before reaching 10 years and post 10 
years the chances of divorce decreases. Most marriages are dissolved between the fifth and the 
ninth year constituting 28.2 percent followed by those that have spent between 10 and fourteen 
years with 24.9 percent. The figure shows that the fewer the number of years one is in marital 
union, the greater the chances of dissolution of marriage. 

Figure 6: Percentage Distribution of Divorces by Duration of Marriage, 2020

 

 

 

 

2.10 Marriage Type 

Marriage exists in the population and in all stages but the type or forms of marriage differs 
from one place to another. The types of marriage that will be considered in this report are two, 
namely; the Christian and Civil types. It is depicted in Figure 6 that a higher proportion of 
divorces occurred among marriages which had been solemnized in churches at 60.5 percent as 
opposed to those that were solemnized by civil registration authorities at 39.5 percent 

 
Figure 7: Percentage Distribution of Divorces by Type of Marriage, 2020 
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Annex 1 
Divorces by Place of Residence, 2020 
Place of Residence Number 

Botha-Bothe 8 
Leribe 26 
Berea 19 
Maseru 87 
Mafeteng 16 
Mohale’s Hoek 5 
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Quthing 1 
Qacha’s Nek 4 
Mokhotlong 7 
Thaba-Tseka 3 
SA 1 
Total 177 

 

Divorces by place of Residence and Sex of Plaintiff, 2020 
Place of Residence Male Female Total 
Botha-Bothe 1 7 8 
Leribe 10 16 26 
Berea 10 9 19 
Maseru 36 51 87 
Mafeteng 7 9 16 
Mohale’s Hoek 2 3 5 
Quthing 1 0 1 
Qacha’s Nek 3 1 4 
Mokhotlong 1 6 7 
Thaba-Tseka 1 2 3 
SA 1 0 1 
Total 73 104 177 

 

Divorces by Age Group and Sex of Plaintiff, 2020 
Age Male Female Total 
15-19 1 9 10 
20-24 13 48 61 
25-29 28 35 63 
30-34 19 9 28 

35-39 4 1 5 
40-44 5 1 6 
45+ 3 1 4 

Total 73 104 177 

 

Divorces Reasons for Divorce, 2020 
Reason for Divorce Number 
Adultery 83 
Constructive Desertion 28 
Malicious Desertion 66 
Total 177 

 

Divorces by Age Group and Sex of Defendant, 2020 
Age Male Female Total 
15-19 0 7 7 
20-24 28 24 52 
25-29 44 25 69 
30-34 22 9 31 
35-39 8 3 11 
40-44 2 3 5 
45+ 0 2 2 
Total 73 104 177 
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Divorces by Place of Residence and Reason for Divorce, 2020 
Place of Residence Adultery Constructive Desertion Malicious Desertion Total 

Botha-Bothe 5 0 3 8 

Leribe 10 5 11 26 

Berea 8 4 7 19 

Maseru 40 14 33 87 

Mafeteng 9 3 4 16 

Mohale’s Hoek 3 0 2 5 

Quthing 0 0 1 1 

Qacha’s Nek 0 1 3 4 

Mokhotlong 6 1 0 7 

Thaba-Tseka 1 0 2 3 

SA 1 0 0 1 

Total 83 28 66 177 

 

Divorces by Age of Defendant and Reason for Divorce, 2020 
Age Group Adultery Constructive 

Desertion 
Malicious Desertion Total 

15-19 4 0 3 7 
20-24 29 7 16 52 
25-29 30 11 28 69 
30-34 14 5 12 31 
35-39 5 4 2 11 
40-44 1 1 3 5 
45+ 0 0 2 2 
Total 83 28 66 177 

 

Divorces by Duration of Marriage, 2020 
Marriage Duration Number 
0-4 37 
5-9 50 
10-14 44 
15-19 20 

20-24 12 
25-29 5 
30+ 9 
Total 177 

 

Divorces by Type of Marriage, 2020 
Type of Marriage Number 

Christian 107 

Civil 70 

Total 177 
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ANNEX 2: Definition of Terms 

Plaintiff refers to the party who initiates a divorce suit in a court against the opposite party 
(defendant). 

Defendant is any party who is required to answer the complaint of a plaintiff or pursuer in a 
civil lawsuit before a court, or any party who has been formally charged or accused of violating 
a criminal statute. 

Complaint is any formal legal document that sets out the facts and legal reasons 
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Lawsuit or (less commonly) "suit in law" is a civil action brought in a court of law in which a 
plaintiff, a party who claims to have incurred loss as a result of a defendant's actions, demands 
a legal or equitable remedy. 

Statute is a formal written enactment of a legislative authority that governs a state/city, or 
county. 

Desertion is the abandonment of a "duty" in this case, marriage by either a husband or wife 
without permission and is done with the intention of not returning. 

Malicious Desertion The act by which a person abandons and forsakes, without justification, 
a condition of public, social, or family life, renouncing its responsibilities and evading its 
duties. Criminal desertion is a husband's or wife's abandonment or willful failure without “Just 
Cause” to provide for the care, protection, or support of a spouse who is in ill health or 
necessitous circumstances. 

Constructive desertion happens when one partner causes the other partner to leave the 
marital home through misconduct. Physical or mental cruelty to the spouse can constitute 
constructive desertion. Moreover, refusing sexual intercourse can often be held to be 
constructive desertion. 

Malicious and Constructive desertion consists of both malicious and constructive desertion 

 

The plaintiff is the person bringing a lawsuit to court or a claim against another person, by 
filing a plea or motion. He/She is often called claimant these days, more frequently in civil law 
cases. The other party in a lawsuit is the defendant or respondent (the one who responds). The 
defendant is the person being sued or the person against whom the complaint is filed (Murray, 
2018). 
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