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FOREWORD 
Bureau of Statistics (BOS) under the provisions in the Statistics Act, 2001, is mandated to 
maintain and update a Business Register (BR) for the country. BOS has depended on list of 
establishments compiled by the Ministry of Employment and Labour since 2007. BOS for 
the first time conducted a comprehensive Census of establishments in 2013/2014 with a 
reference period of 2012 financial year. All other industries were covered with an exception 
of the establishments engaged in agriculture and government. 
 
The main objective of the Economic Activity Census (EAC) was to provide data necessary for 
understanding the structure of businesses in the economy and to set up a comprehensive 
register of businesses. The Business Register (BR) is the main source of business 
demographic variables such as creation and closures, structural changes in the economy 
brought about by operations such as the change in the line of businesses, mergers, 
takeovers, break ups and others. The BR serves as a basis or platform for subsequent 
continuous or periodic surveys on enterprises/establishments.  
 
The Specific objectives of the EAC were as follows:  

 To update and maintain a reliable register of business establishments 
 To establish the number and size of business establishments engaged in different 

industries 
 To provide disaggregated employment data by sex 
 To establish business ownership, legal form and  type of establishment 
 To determine physical location of the business establishments across districts, 

constituencies and community councils and villages. 
 To establish the turnover/sales as well as the value of non-financial assets. 

 
I wish to extend sincere thanks and gratitude to the Government of Lesotho for the financial 
support of this very important National Project its planning stage until the implementation 
and dissemination of the results. I further wish to pass a word of gratitude to   United 
Nations Development Programme (UNDP) for the financially supporting phase II activities of 
the project.  
 
The contribution and participation of all staff, line ministries and stakeholders, during the 
various stages of the survey is highly valued. Special thanks to BOS as a department for 
organizing the entire process of planning the survey, data collection and analysis of this 
project. In addition, business proprietors deserve gratitude for their patience and 
understanding and usual willingness to provide data. 
 
Finally, it is my hope and expectation that the information contained in this report will be 
viewed and utilised as an important input in policy formulation and also for further 
research that will guide appropriate decision making for enhancing the welfare of the 
Basotho at large. 
 
 
 
Mrs. Liengoane Lefosa 
Director  
Bureau of Statistics 
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EXECTIVE SUMMARY 
 

Background 
The Bureau of Statistics under took the census of establishments as phase I of the 2013/ 
2014 Economic Activity Census. The census of establishments ran from July 2013 to 
September 2013 and it entailed the list of all enterprises (formal and informal, micro, small, 
medium and large) engaged in all activities for a reference period closest to 2012 financial 
year. However activities of public administration and agriculture were not covered.  

Establishments were expected to disclose the information on businesses by economic 
activity and on other variables such as employment by sex, total sales, annual turnover and 
the value of fixed assets. 

The findings of this report will help provide updated reliable information on the economic 
performance indicator as prescribed in the National Strategic Development Plan. 

Operational Status 
 

 There were 9,541 establishments listed during the census of business 
establishments  

  8,835 establishments in Lesotho were in operation, while 84 had ceased operation in 
2012  

 55.8 percent of those in operation were in the urban areas 
 Most of the enterprises that were operational were concentrated in Maseru and 

Leribe with 26.2 and 20.0 percent respectively  
 

Type of Establishment 
 

 82.4 percent of the establishments were single enterprise 
 Majority of these single enterprises (22.5 percent) were found in Maseru while the 

least (4.4 percent) were in Thaba-Tseka.  
 

Legal form 
 

 Majority of the establishments (77.0 percent) were owned by individuals (sole 
proprietors)  

 The same pattern had been observed within each urban/rural settlement, registering 
68.8 and 87.3 percent for urban and rural areas respectively 

 Establishment that did not report their legal form constituted 14.0 percent 
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Type of Ownership 
 

 Out of a total of 9,541 establishments, 7,434 were owned by private proprietors who 
are fully national, deeming it the highest amongst other types of ownership 

 Foreign owned establishment on the other hand amounted to 577  
 Out of the total, Maseru had the highest percent of 22.5, followed by Leribe with 19.4 

percent of the private establishments owned fully by nationals, whereas the lowest 
was Thaba-Tseka with 4.5 percent 

 

Activity 
 

 Majority of businesses in the country (6,197) were engaged in Wholesale and Retail 
Trade  

 Accommodation and food service activities, constituted the second highest industry 
(12.2 percent) , followed by Manufacturing (9.6 percent) 

 Limited liability companies and Partnership came second from sole proprietorship in 
terms of legality of the establishments.  

 

Financial year 
 

 January-December (40.6 percent) was the most popular financial year 
 April- March followed closely with 39.3 percent 

 

Establishment Size 
 

 More than half of establishments were classified as micro (employment of 1-4 people) 
nationally 

 A small proportion for large establishments was observed across all districts, with 
the maximum of 2.7 percent in Maseru and 1.4 percent in Leribe 

 

Turnover/Sales 
 

 Generally, the pattern of the distribution of establishments’ turnover shows higher 
percentages in the urban areas than in the rural areas 
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 The distribution of establishments with turnover less than 500,000 Maloti, for the 
urban and rural settlement were almost the same as they constituted 50.1 and 49.9 
percent respectively 

 More than 3.0 percent of all establishment reported turnover exceeding five million 
Maloti, from which the highest proportion (90.6 percent)  were found in the urban 
while 9.4 percent was observed in the rural settlement.  

 Single Enterprises had the highest share of turnover across all other types of 
establishments   

 More than 17 percent of the establishments did not report the turnover/sales 
 
 
Fixed assets 

 On average the establishments in the urban settlement reported highest value of 
fixed assets than in the rural area recording 81.4 and 16.8 percent respectively 

 Amongst the establishments with value of fixed assets in the range M4,499,999 - 
M4,999,999, Head offices reported the highest proportion (50.0 percent), while the 
other half was shared equally amongst Single enterprises and Branch/division of 
multi-establishment enterprise 

 On average the establishments whose ownership was fully national and private 
dominated all other categories followed by those fully owned by non-nationals and 
private, each recording 62.5 and 14.1 percent respectively  

 The establishments whose value of fixed assets were less than M499,999 were 
dominated by privately owned establishments whose ownership were fully national, 
with 84.4 percent  
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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 
 

1.0 Background 
 
Business Register, in its simplest form, is a confidential list of businesses that are 
participating in a formal economy, with structural and classification information about each 
business. The register should provide accurate, up-to-date and consistent frames to be 
used for business-related statistical collections, and allow a range of collections to have 
consistently identified and classified units (Pacific Business Register Development Guide 
FINAL 20th, 02, 2014) 
 
Timely and reliable statistics are critical for evidence-based policy and decision making and 
for better support to policy implementation, monitoring progress and evaluating outcomes 
and impacts of development initiatives and frameworks such as the Vision 2020, 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), Poverty Reduction Strategies (PRS), Growth Path 
Papers, and the National Strategic Development Plan (NSDP) 2012/13- 2016/17). These 
initiatives have accordingly resulted in an increase in the demand for continuing production 
of statistics for monitoring international and national developments. In addition, monitoring 
and evaluation of outcomes as well as The Managing for Results Agenda require regular and 
timely production of statistics for updating of indicators prescribed or listed in these 
international and national frameworks. 
 
Lack of accurate and reliable information on the industrial structure of the economy, 
especially the private and informal sector has made it difficult for credible estimation of the 
contribution of each industry to Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and other National 
Accounts estimates. The industrial structural information is central to the collection of 
business statistics which enables identification and description of individual participation 
of businesses in the economy. It also provides basis and frame of 
establishments/enterprises from which a sample that represents a population of 
establishments can be selected and surveyed. 
 
It is against this background that the Bureau of Statistics (BOS), a Department of the 
Ministry of Development Planning conducted an Economic Activities Census (EAC) in the 
fiscal year 2013/2014 with the reference period of 2012.  The Economic Activity Census is 
the full measurement of the state of the economy. It is the total process of collecting, 
compiling, analysing and publishing economic data pertaining at a specific time or times, 
from all businesses and social establishments in a designated area or country. The census 
was the  first of its kind to cover all economic activities which comprised   Manufacturing, 
Construction, Mining and Quarrying, Wholesale and Retail Trade, Repair of motor vehicles, 
Personal and household goods, Hotels and restaurants, Transport, storage and 
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communication, Financial intermediation and insurance, Real estate, renting and business 
activities, Education, Health, and Other services. However, Agricultural activities, Activities 
of household employees (house helpers, gardeners, etc.) were not covered. 
 
BOS undertook the 2013/2014 EAC in two phases: 
 

 Phase I: Listing of all establishments in Lesotho(Large, medium, small, micro, formal 
or informal) 

 Phase II: Enumeration of the listed establishments  
 
This report focuses on Phase I of EAC, also known as the Business Register, and its 
findings.  
 

1.1Objectives 
 
The first phase of the Economic Activity Census started in July 2013. Pre Census activities 
commenced in 2012 including the development of the project document which provided a 
roadmap to the process. The General and main objective of this phase was to set up a 
comprehensive register of businesses. The Business Register (BR) is the main source of 
business demographics, as it keeps track of business entry and closure, structural changes 
in the economy brought about by operations such as the change in the line of businesses, 
mergers, takeovers and break ups, to mention but a few. 
 
The BR is also an indispensable sampling frame for enterprise and establishment 
censuses/surveys, such as Phase II of the Economic Activities Census, Annual Economic 
Survey, the Quarterly Index of Industrial Production, the Monthly Importer-Exporter Survey 
and the Quarterly Employment and Earnings Survey. The creation and the development of 
the BR is also an important condition for the implementation of the System of National 
Accounts. Specifically, the BR aims to achieve the following: 
 

 The production and publishing of a general statistical directory of business 
establishments classified once every year 

 Number of companies operating in a given year  
 Number of establishments closing down in a given year 
 Percentage of activities with the highest number of establishments over time 
 Estimates on employment by sex 
 Availability of business detailed data by industry (International standard Industrial 

Classification of all Economic Activities - ISIC level) at different geographical levels 
 Ownership status of businesses 
 Turnover  and Fixed assets 
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1.2 Coverage and Scope 
 
As discussed in the background, the Census of establishments/enterprises covered the 
entire country: 10 districts, 80 constituencies and 129 community councils. Urban and 
rural geographical disparities were used within which the four ecological zones comprising 
of Lowlands, Foothills, Mountains and Senqu River Valley (SRV) were covered. However, the 
agriculture and public sectors were not covered. 
 
Generally, the Census (listing of establishments) mainly captured the following information: 
 
Section A: 
 
Area information- District, Constituency, Community Council, Village and Urban/Rural 
Settlement 
 
Section B: 
 
Establishment information – Name of establishment (Official name, Trading name)  
Physical location  
Contact details – Postal address, Telephone, Fax, E-mail 
Operational status – Year of commencing business,  
Type of establishment – Single enterprise, Branch/Division, etc. 
Legal form – Sole proprietorship, Partnership, Limited liability company, etc. 
Type of ownership – Fully national, Private; Fully national, Public, etc. 
 
Section C: 
 
Kind of activity – Principal activity, Secondary activity, License number 
Financial Year 
Economic variables – Number of employees by sex, Total sales, Annual Turnover, Value of 
fixed assets 
 
Section D: 
 
Administration – Questionnaire number, Commencing and Completion date of interview, 
Date checked by supervisor, Enumerator’s name and signature, Supervisor’s name and 
signature, Coordinator’s  name and signature 
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CHAPTER 2 

METHODOLOGY 

 

2.1 Census Listing Questionnaire 
 
Preparation of 2012/2013 Economic Activity Census started in July 2013, commencing 
with activities of the listing phase. A training manual was developed in order to guide the 
enumerators and supervisors in the actual listing. The listing questionnaire comprised of 
four sections namely; a)Area information, b) Establishment Information, c) Economic 
characteristics and, d) Administration. The questionnaire was administered to all 
establishments/Enterprises engaged in the production of goods and services, whether 
registered or not.  
 
Under area information, the enumerator was expected to fill in information about the 
District, Constituency, Community Council, Village and Settlement. The establishment 
information section entailed the name of the establishment, physical address, contact 
details and operational status. This information was required to identify businesses by their 
location. 
 

2.2 Recruitment of Census Personnel 
 
The composition of the section includes recruitment of enumerators, supervisors, and 
coordinators. It further comprises logistical phases on training, monitoring of work, data 
editing and data processing. 
 

2.2.1 Enumerators 
 
Enumerators engaged were trained personnel from the Bureau of Statistics: Field Officers 
who were already familiar with collecting statistical data. In addition, temporary staff was 
engaged. The enumerators were responsible for registering and coding all businesses 
designated to their areas.  

 

2.2.2 Supervisors 
 
BOS engaged own staff (Statisticians) to oversee supervision. In order to ease fieldwork, one 
supervisor was allocated four enumerators. Leribe, Maseru and Mafeteng, were apportioned 
two teams each. The major task of the supervisors was to undertake follow-ups by 
performing post and spot checks during enumeration. 
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2.2.3 Coordinators 
 
Coordination was assigned to three personnel where each coordinator had a minimum of 
three districts. The coordinators were charged with making initial contacts with the 
supervisors. They were also responsible for spot and post checks during enumeration. 
 

2.3 Training 
 
Training was carried out in two different stages. The first stage involved training of 
supervisors that went on for one day. Enumerators were trained in the second stage and 
this was done two days prior the actual enumeration so that fieldwork would start 
immediately after training. Trainees were taken through the overview of the Economic 
Activity Census and its different phases. Emphasis was put on how to complete the 
questionnaires, interview techniques and identification of establishments. The Coordinators 
served as facilitators during the training, with each concentrating on a different section of 
the questionnaire.  
 

2.4 Monitoring of Work 
 
Several measures were established to monitor and control the quality of data, particularly 
at the enumeration stage. Coordinators and supervisors provided daily spot and post-
checks in each district to facilitate smooth collection. They provided direct assistance to the 
enumerators, reviewing and signing completed questionnaires before submission for further 
processing at the office. This exercise contributed to the overall quality of the fieldwork.  
 

2.5 Data Editing 
 
This stage was twofold: editing in the field and office editing. Enumerators were responsible 
for editing and coding their own questionnaires. The questionnaires were then kept by the 
supervisors for further editing at the office and processing.  
 

2.6 Data Processing 
 
The SQL server was used to design a data entry application for capturing. There was a total 
of eighteen data processing staff, inclusive of a supervisor who had been trained in the 
software for capturing the data. Supervisors were responsible for data editing and coding, 
while data entry personnel captured the data. One Programmer was engaged to ensure that 
any errors arising from the data entry application were resolved. The data collected from the 
field was supplemented and validated with administrative sources from line ministries and 
agencies such as Lesotho Tourist Development Corporation (LTDC), Ministry of 
Employment and Labour (MoEL), Lesotho National Development Corporation (LNDC), 
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Ministry of Public Works and Transport (MoPWT) and Ministry of Trade and Industry, 
Cooperatives and Marketing (MTICM).  
 

2.7 Data Limitations 
 
Censuses of business establishments focus on enterprises as units of observations; 
therefore, household based establishments were not easily located. It was also observed 
that enterprises were reluctant to provide information on turnover/sales. 
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CHAPTER 3 

RESULTS 
 

3.1 Establishments and Operational Status 
 

This section focuses on distribution of establishments by district and operational status. 
Table 3.1 shows that 43.4 per cent of the establishments that were either sold or leased to 
another operator were found in Maseru. It further had the most establishments (26.2 per 
cent) that were in operation, followed by Leribe with 20.0 per cent and Qacha’s Nek has the 
least (4.5 per cent). Botha-Bothe had 55.7 per cent of those establishments that were Under 
Construction, Development, or Exploration.  
 
Table 3.1  Percentage Distribution  of Establishments by District and Operational Status - 2012 

Operational Status 

District In operation 

Under 
construction, 

development, or 
exploration 

Temporarily or 
seasonally 

inactive Ceased operation 
Sold or leased to 
another operator 

Botha-Bothe 5.9 55.7 33.1 1.2 0.0 
Leribe 20.0 1.5 10.1 0.0 7.7 
Berea 13.2 2.2 11.2 41.7 5.5 

Maseru 26.2 10.7 11.2 21.4 43.4 

Mafeteng 8.4 4.8 29.0 6.0 26.4 
Mohale’s 
Hoek 6.3 3.0 1.8 1.2 3.3 
Quthing 5.4 20.7 2.4 6.0 2.2 

Qacha’s Nek 4.5 0.0 2.4 15.5 4.9 

Mokhotlong 5.3 1.1 1.8 7.1 6.0 

Thaba-Tseka 4.7 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.5 

Total (%) 100 100 100 100 100 

Total (N) 8,835 271 169 84 182 
 
 
 

3.2 Urban/Rural Settlement and Operational Status 
 
The distribution of establishments by Urban/Rural Settlement and Operational Status are 
presented in this section. Table 3.2 indicates that majority of establishments (55.8 percent) 
that were In Operation were in the urban areas while 44.0 percent had ceased operation. 
The opposite holds for rural areas, where a considerable proportion (56.0 percent) of 
enterprises ceased operation.  It is further presented in Table 27 (in the Annex) that most of 
these establishments in urban areas were more concentrated in Maseru urban than the 
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rest of the districts. However, from the following districts, Berea, Mafeteng, Mohale’s Hoek, 
Quthing, Qacha’s Nek and Thaba-Tseka there had more establishments in operation in 
rural areas. A large number of establishments that ceased operation were in rural areas. 
Establishments that were sold or leased to another operator were more in the urban areas 
than in rural areas and across districts, except in Quthing and Thaba-Tseka. 
 
 
Table 3.2  Percentage Distribution  of Establishments by Urban/Rural Settlement and Operational Status 
- 2012 

Operational Status 

Urban/rural In operation 

Under 
construction, 

development, or 
exploration 

Temporarily or 
seasonally 

inactive Ceased operation 
Sold or leased to 
another operator 

Urban 55.8 47.6 62.1 44.0 67.0 
Rural 44.2 52.4 37.9 56.0 33.0 

Total % 100 100 100 100 100 
Total N 8,835 271 169 84 182 
 
 

3.3 District and Type of Establishment 
 
According to Table 3.3 it is shown that majority of establishments in Lesotho were Single 
Enterprises and Maseru had the most (24.3 per- cent) of those establishments, followed by 
Branch or division of a multi-establishment enterprise. The highest proportion of Head 
Offices establishments (22.1 and 21.5 percent)  was in Leribe and Maseru respectively 
across all districts. 
 
Table 3.3 Percentage Distribution of of Establishments by District Type of Establishment - 2012 

Type of Establishment 

District Single Enterprise 

Branch or division 
of a multi-

establishment 
enterprise Head Office Not Reported 

Botha-Bothe 7.9 6.0 10.9 4.1 

Leribe 19.1 20.7 22.1 10.3 

Berea 13.9 8.5 10.9 4.5 

Maseru 24.3 19.9 21.5 61 

Mafeteng 8.9 11.3 8.5 4.1 

Mohale’s Hoek 6.2 6.1 5.1 4.1 

Quthing 5.5 11.5 4.5 2.3 

Qacha’s Nek 4.8 3.4 3.0 1.9 

Mokhotlong 4.9 7.4 7.6 4.3 

Thaba-Tseka 4.4 5.3 6.0 1.6 

Total % 100 100 100 100 
Total N 7,862 835 331 513 
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3.4 Establishment, District and Legal Form 
 

“The legal form of a company is the general type it may legally use to identify itself 
according to the local, regional, national or international law governing it. This is normally 
reflected in the ending abbreviation after the company’s name (inc. corp, (PTY) LTD, 
etc)”(http://standardsphorio.com, 1st March, 2015). Accordingly, businesses can be classified 
by their type of legal bodies. 
 
According to table 3.4, the concentration of establishment is highest in Maseru for all types 
of legal forms except co-operatives, in which Berea led other districts with 53.1 percent. It 
was further revealed that Maseru showed Sole Proprietor (21.5 percent), Partnership (44.1 
percent), Limited Liability Company (53.9 percent) and Non-profit making body (30.0 
percent). 
 
Leribe was the next district which led others in all types of legal forms except co-operatives 
and it reflected 19.7 percent for Sole proprietorship, 24.1 percent for Partnerships, and 
10.7 percent for Limited liability Company 10.0 percent for Non-profit making body. 
 
On the other hand, all the remaining districts contributed relatively lowest proportions of 
establishments classified by type of legal. The range was between 0.0 to 9.3 percent with 
the exception of Non-profit making body for Mokhotlong (23.3 percent). 
 
 

Table 3.4  Percentage Distribution Establishments by District and Legal Form – 2012  

 
    Type of Legal Form     

District 
Sole 

proprietorship Partnership 

Limited 
liability 

company Co-operative 
Non-profit 

making body Not Reported 

Botha-Bothe 8.3 7.5 6.0 0.0 0.0 5.3 

Leribe 19.7 24.1 10.7 10.2 10.0 16.6 

Berea 14.1 4.7 9.4 53.1 30.0 7.1 

Maseru 21.5 44.1 53.9 18.4 30.0 35.3 

Mafeteng 9.2 3.4 9.2 2.0 6.7 9.3 

Mohale’s Hoek 6.6 2.2 3.6 0.0 0.0 5.3 

Quthing 5.7 6.3 0.2 8.2 0.0 8.1 

Qacha’s Nek 5.1 1.6 1.9 2.0 0.0 2.9 

Mokhotlong 5.1 3.8 2.8 4.1 23.3 6.3 

Thaba-Tseka 4.7 2.5 2.4 2.0 0.0 3.9 

Total (%) 100 100 100 100 100 100 

Total (N) 7,342 320 467 49 30 1,333 



 
 

10 
 

 

3.5 Classifications and Legal Form 
 

According to Table 3.5, Legal Form of establishments differed across Urban/Rural 
Settlement. Majority of establishments (77.0 percent) were owned by sole proprietors 
nationally. The same pattern had been observed within each urban/rural settlement, 
registering 68.8 and 87.3 percent for urban and rural areas respectively. Establishment 
that did not report their legal form constituted 14.0 percent. 
 
Table 3.5 Percentage Distribution of Establishments by Urban/Rural Residence and Legal 
Form  - 2012 

 

  
Urban/Rural Settlement 

Total Legal Form 
 

          Urban 
                                    

Rural 

Sole proprietorship 
 

68.8 87.3 77.0 

Partnership 
 

4.6 1.8 3.4  

Limited liability company 
 

7.7 1.3 4.9  

Co-operative 
 

0.7 0.3 0.5  

Non-profit making body 
 

0.3 0.4 0.3  

Not Reported 
 

17.9 9.0 14.0  

Total (%) 
 

100 100 100  

Total (N) 
 

5,325 4,216 9,541  
 
 

3.6 Establishments, Urban/Rural Settlement and Ownership 
 
Establishments can be classified according to their type of ownership. The results indicated 
70.6 percent of urban based establishments were ‘fully national private” while “more than 
50% foreign” was the least with 0.2 percent. In the rural areas, establishments that were 
fully owned by nationals and also private dominated with 87.2 percent. 

 
Table 3.6 Percentage Distribution  of Establishments by Urban/Rural Residence  and Type of ownership– 
2012 

 
Urban/Rural 

Type of Ownership Urban Rural 

Fully national, private 70.6 87.2 

Fully national, public 1.6 0.8 

Fully foreign 8.7 2.7 

50% national & foreign 0.8 0.3 

More than 50 % national 0.2 0.0 

More than 50% foreign 0.3 0.0 

Not Reported 17.9 9.0 

Total (%) 100 100 

Total (N) 5,325 4,216 
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3.7 Establishments and Type of Ownership 
 
The results show that most of the private establishments belong to the persons who are 
Fully national. This was reflected in the total number of establishments (7,435). Out of the 
total, Maseru had the highest percent of 22.5, followed by Leribe with 19.4 percent of the 
private establishments owned fully by nationals, whereas the lowest was Thaba-Tseka with 
4.5 percent. Participation of foreigners in Maseru businesses dominated other districts with 
41.4 percent. The results further indicate that establishments with partnership of more 
than 50 percent foreigners in Maseru led other districts with 71.4 percent. 

 

Table 3.7  Percentage Distribution of Establishments by District and Type of Ownership– 2012 

 
Type of Ownership 

District 

Fully 
national, 

private 

Fully 
national, 

public Fully foreign 

50% 
national 

& foreign 

More than 
50 % 

national 

More than 
50% 

foreign Not  Reported 

Botha-Bothe 8.2 13.4 5.4 1.9 0.0 0.0 5.3 

Leribe 19.4 17.6 19.1 
 

7.5 30.0 14.3 16.5 

Berea 14.4 7.6 7.1 7.5 40.0 0.0 7.1 

Maseru 22.5 25.2 41.4 62.3 30.0 71.4 35.3 

Mafeteng 8.8 4.2 11.1 5.7 0.0 7.1 9.3 

Mohale’s Hoek 6.1 10.9 6.6 1.9 0.0 0.0 5.3 

Quthing 5.5 9.2 3.1 9.4 0.0 0.0 8.2 

Qacha’s Nek 5.1 0.0 1.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.9 

Mokhotlong 5.2 2.5 2.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 6.3 

Thaba-Tseka 4.5 9.2 2.3 3.8 0.0 7.1 3.9 

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 

Number 7,435 119 577 53 10 14 1,333 
 

3.8 Establishments and Industries 
 

The section highlights the number and/or percentages of establishments by industries with 
other variables. 
 
Table 3.8a shows the percentage distribution of establishments by industry and type of 
establishment. Most (6,197) establishments were engaged in Wholesale and Retail Trade in 
2012, and each type of establishment registered the relatively high proportions ranging 
from 65.9 to 74.5 percent during the same period. This was followed by activities in 
Accommodation and food service activities with 12.1 per cent as well as Manufacturing 
across all types of establishments.  
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A highest number of establishments (7,862) were Single establishments followed by 835 
multi-establishment enterprises. 

 

Table 3.8a Percentage Distribution of Establishments by Industry and Type of 
Establishment - 2012 
  Type of establishment 

Industry 
Single 

enterprise 

Branch or division of 
a multi-

establishment 
enterprise Head office 

Not 
Reported 

Total 
(N) 

Mining and quarrying 0.1 0.1 0.3 1.0 14 
Manufacturing 10.3 5.6 6.3 8.4 920 
Electricity, gas, steam and air 
conditioning supply 

0.0 0.5 0.3 0.2 9 

Water supply; sewerage, waste 
management and remediation activities 

0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 4 

Construction 0.4 0.7 0.3 4.5 61 
Wholesale and retail trade; repair of 
motor vehicles and motorcycles 

65.9 66.1 74.5 41.2 6,197 

Transportation and storage 0.2 0.0 0.0 2.1 24 
Accommodation and food service 
activities 

12.1 8.5 6.3 23.6 1,165 

Information and communication 0.4 1.2 0.6 2.5 56 
Financial and insurance activities 0.4 5.7 2.7 0.2 91 
Real estate activities 0.1 0.0 0.3 4.3 31 
Professional, scientific and technical 
activities 

1.0 1.1 0.6 3.5 106 

Administrative and support service 
activities 

0.2 1.4 1.5 0.6 33 

Education 0.8 0.6 1.2 0.2 71 
Human health and social work activities 1.3 2.6 1.8 0.6 131 
Arts, entertainment and recreation 0.1 0.1 0.0 1.2 12 
Other service activities 0.6 0.7 0.6 5.1 85 
Activities of households as employers 6.1 5.0 2.7 0.8 531 
Total (%) 100 100 100 100 -  
Total (N) 7,862 835 331 513 9,541 
       

Table 3.8b presents the percentage distribution of establishments by industry and districts. 
In all the districts, most establishments were Wholesale and Retail Trade with more than 50 
percent. In Botha-Bothe, 10.0 percent of establishments were engaged in Activities of 
households as employers, while Leribe had 11.3 per cent of establishments that were active 
in Accommodation and food service activities.  
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Table 3.8b Percentage Distribution of Establishment by Industry and District – 2012 

 
District 

Industry  
Botha-
Bothe Leribe Berea Maseru Mafeteng 

Mohale’s 
Hoek Quthing 

Qacha’s 
Nek Mokhotlong 

Thaba-
Tseka 

Mining and quarrying 0.0 0.1 0.4 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 
Manufacturing 7.7 10.1 9.9 11.6 10.8 5.2 4.3 6.1 13.2 8.9 
Electricity, gas, steam and air 
conditioning supply 

0.0 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.4 0.2 0.0 0 0 0 

Water supply; sewerage, waste 
management and remediation activities 

0.0 0.0 0.2 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 

Construction 0.1 0.1 0.4 1.7 0.2 0.2 0.4 0.2 0.4 0.5 
Wholesale and retail trade; repair of 
motor vehicles and motorcycles 

67.5 65.5 69.9 57.0 69.3 75.6 64.0 70.0 62.7 65.4 

Transportation and storage 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.7 0.2 0.0 0.0 0 0.2 0 
Accommodation and food service 
activities 

9.3 11.3 9.1 11.1 11.4 14.0 23.8 18.1 11.2 16.3 

Information and communication 0.1 0.3 0.1 1.2 0.4 0.3 0.5 0.7 1 0.5 
Financial and insurance activities 1.6 0.8 0.7 0.8 0.9 0.9 1.6 0.9 0.6 1.4 
Real estate activities 0.0 0.2 0.1 0.9 0.2 0.3 0.0 0 0 0 
Professional, scientific and technical 
activities 

0.1 0.6 0.7 3.0 0.5 0.0 0.4 0.2 0 1 

Administrative and support service 
activities 

0.1 0.2 0.2 0.4 0.4 0.2 0.0 0 2.4 0 

Education 2.0 0.9 1.8 0.6 0.2 0.0 0.0 0 0.2 0 
Human health and social work activities 0.7 1.7 1.1 1.6 1.3 0.3 1.4 2.4 2.6 0 
Arts, entertainment and recreation 0.3 0.1 0.0 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 
Other service activities 0.5 0.7 0.5 2.2 0.2 0.0 0.2 0.2 0.6 0.7 
Activities of households as employers 10.0 7.3 4.5 6.3 3.6 2.8 3.4 1.2 4.9 5.3 
Total (%) 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
Total (N) 732 1,803 1,226 2,461 854 577 555 425 491 417 

 
 

          Table 3.8c presents the percentage distribution of establishments by industries and legal form. The table reflects that 
most (7,342) establishments had the Legal form of Sole Proprietorship. Amongst establishments that had the Legal form 
of Sole proprietorship, 12.4 and 9.6 percent of them were in Accommodation and food service activities and 
Manufacturing industries respectively. It was also observed that Limited liability companies and partnership were 
second largest legal forms. 
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Table 3.8c Percentage Distribution of Establishments by Industry and Legal Form – 2012  
  Legal form 

 

Industry 
Sole 

proprietorship Partnership 

Limited 
liability 

company 
Co-

operative 

Non-profit 
making 

body 
Not 

applicable Total (N) 
Mining and quarrying 0.0 0.3 1.3 0.0 0.0 0.4 14 
Manufacturing 9.6 14.7 15.4 20.4 6.7 6.5 920 
Electricity, gas, steam and air 
conditioning supply 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.4 9 
Water supply; sewerage, waste 
management and remediation 
activities 0.0 0.0 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.1 4 
Construction 0.2 0.9 3.2 0.0 0.0 2.2 61 
Wholesale and retail trade; 
repair of motor vehicles and 
motorcycles 67.8 52.2 58.7 51.0 10.0 56.7 6,197 
Transportation and storage 0.1 0.6 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.8 24 
Accommodation and food 
service activities 12.4 8.1 6.6 12.2 0.0 14.2 1,165 
Information and communication 0.3 0.9 1.3 0.0 3.3 1.7 56 
Financial and insurance 
activities 0.4 1.9 1.9 0.0 0.0 3.6 91 
Real estate activities 0.0 1.9 0.2 0.0 0.0 1.7 31 
Professional, scientific and 
technical activities 0.8 3.1 1.9 0.0 0.0 2.0 106 
Administrative and support 
service activities 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.0 46.7 1.1 33 
Education 0.6 2.5 0.9 12.2 13.3 0.5 71 
Human health and social work 
activities 1.2 1.9 1.5 0.0 16.7 1.9 131 
Arts, entertainment and 
recreation 0.1 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.5 12 
Other service activities 0.3 2.2 4.5 2.0 0.0 2.4 85 
Activities of households as 
employers 6.1 8.4 1.5 2.0 3.3 3.5 531 
Total (%) 100 100 100 100 100 100 -  
Total (N) 7,342 320 467 49 30 1,333 9,541 
 

Table 3.8d presents the percentage distribution of establishments by industries and ownership. According to the 
findings most ownership of establishments was national of which 7,435 were fully private and 119 were public. On the 
other hand 557 enterprises were fully owned by foreigners. These activities were mainly found Wholesale and Retail 
Trade, Accommodation and food service activities as well as Manufacturing. More than 21.4 percent of the Financial 
and insurance activities were more than 50 percent owned by non-nationals in 2012. 
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Table 3.8d Percentage Distribution of Establishments by Industry and Ownership – 2012 
  Ownership 

Industry 

Fully 
national, 

private 

Fully 
national, 

public 
Fully 

foreign 

50% 
national & 

foreign 

More than 
50 % 

national 

More than 
50% 

foreign 
Not 

applicable Total (N) 
Mining and quarrying 0.0 0.8 0.3 5.7 0.0 0.0 0.4 14 
Manufacturing 10.1 13.4 8.3 20.8 10 21.4 6.5 920 
Electricity, gas, steam and air 
conditioning supply 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.4 9 
Water supply; sewerage, waste 
management and remediation activities 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.9 10 0.0 0.1 4 
Construction 0.4 0.8 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.2 61 
Wholesale and retail trade; repair of 
motor vehicles and motorcycles 65.5 53.8 81.8 41.5 50 28.6 56.6 6,197 
Transportation and storage 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.8 24 
Accommodation and food service 
activities 12.5 14.3 3.6 7.5 0.0 0.0 14.3 1,165 
Information and communication 0.4 0.0 0.5 1.9 0.0 0.0 1.7 56 
Financial and insurance activities 0.5 0.0 0.0 3.8 0.0 21.4 3.6 91 
Real estate activities 0.1 0.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.7 31 
Professional, scientific and technical 
activities 1.0 1.7 0.3 0.0 0.0 7.1 2.0 106 
Administrative and support service 
activities 0.1 4.2 0.2 0.0 10.0 7.1 1.1 33 
Education 0.8 2.5 0.3 7.5 0.0 0.0 0.5 71 
Human health and social work activities 1.2 1.7 2.6 0.0 10.0 7.1 1.9 131 
Arts, entertainment and recreation 0.1 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.5 12 
Other service activities 0.6 0.0 0.3 3.8 0.0 7.1 2.4 85 
Activities of households as employers 6.3 5.9 1.0 5.7 10.0 0.0 3.5 531 
Total (%) 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 -  
Total (N) 7,435 119 577 53 10 14 1,333 9,541 
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3.9 Employment, Industry and Sex 
 
Table 3.9 presents the percentage distribution of establishments’ employment by 
Industries and Sex. Manufacturing had higher (40,805) employment than all other 
industries, followed by Wholesale and Retail Trade with 17, 389. Arts, entertainment 
and recreation had the least number of employees of 23, also followed by Real Estate 
activities with 30 employees. 
 
Mining and quarrying industry had more male employees (81.0 percent) than female 
employees with 19.0 percent. The opposite holds for manufacturing industry where 
female employees accounted for 75.0percent. 
 

Table 3.9 Percentage Distribution of Establishments’ employment by Industry and Sex – 2012  
  Sex  
 Industry Males Females Total (N) 
Mining and quarrying 81.0 19.0 943 
Manufacturing 25.0 75.0 40,805 
Electricity, gas, steam and air conditioning 
supply 

86.0 14.0 91 

Water supply; sewerage, waste management 
and remediation activities 

87.0 13.0 52 

Construction 90.0 10.0 1,230 
Wholesale and retail trade; repair of motor 
vehicles and motorcycles 

48.0 52.0 17,389 

Transportation and storage 81.0 19.0 146 
Accommodation and food service activities 41.0 59.0 3,800 
Information and communication 52.0 48.0 389 
Financial and insurance activities 40.0 60.0 655 
Real estate activities 60.0 40.0 30 
Professional, scientific and technical activities 53.0 47.0 338 
Administrative and support service activities 55.0 45.0 170 
Education 42.0 58.0 553 

Human health and social work activities 32.0 68.0 439 
Arts, entertainment and recreation 65.0 35.0 23 
Other service activities 74.0 26.0 3,133 
Activities of households as employers 25.0 75.0 956 
Total 26,135 45,007 71,142 

 

3.10 Industry and Turnover/Sales 
 
Table 3.10a shows the percentage distribution of establishments’ turnover/sales by 
industry. The total turnover for all the establishments in 2012 was reported as 30, 
667 billion Maloti. Wholesale and retail trade turnover contributed substantial share 
of 40.7percentofthe total turnover, followed by manufacturing industrywith26.1 
percent. In addition Mining and quarrying registered a moderate performance with 7.0 
percent during the same period 
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Table 3.10a Percentage Distribution of Establishments by industry and Turnover (in Million 
Maloti)– 2012 
Industry  Turnover 
Mining and quarrying 7.4 
Manufacturing 26.1 
Electricity, gas, steam and air conditioning supply 0.2 
Water supply; sewerage, waste management and 
remediation activities 0.0 
Construction 6.2 
Wholesale and retail trade; repair of motor vehicles and 
motorcycles 40.7 
Transportation and storage 0.4 
Accommodation and food service activities 4.4 
Information and communication 3.2 
Financial and insurance activities 3.0 
Real estate activities 0.5 
Professional, scientific and technical activities 0.4 
Administrative and support service activities 0.0 
Education 0.1 
Human health and social work activities 1.7 
Arts, entertainment and recreation 0.1 
Other service activities 3.0 
Activities of households as employers 2.6 
Total (%) 100 
Total (Million Maloti) 30,667 
 

Table 3.10b presents the percentage distribution of establishments’ fixed assets by 
industry. In 2012 the reported value of all fixed assets was estimated at about M4 
billion. The highest percentage of fixed assets was observed in manufacturing industry 
with 29.3 percent and wholesale and retail trade with 23.4 percent. Accommodation 
and food service activities contribution to the total value of fixed assets was 
17.3percent. 
 

Table 3.10b Percentage Distribution of Establishments by Industry and Fixed Assets– 2012 
 
Industry Fixed Assets 
Mining and quarrying 5.0 
Manufacturing 29.3 
Electricity, gas, steam and air conditioning supply 0.0 
Water supply; sewerage, waste management and 
remediation activities 0.0 
Construction 2.1 
Wholesale and retail trade; repair of motor vehicles and 
motorcycles 23.4 
Transportation and storage 0.0 
Accommodation and food service activities 17.3 
Information and communication 1.1 
Financial and insurance activities 8.1 
Real estate activities 0.2 
Professional, scientific and technical activities 2.6 
Administrative and support service activities 0.0 
Education 0.6 
Human health and social work activities 0.3 
Arts, entertainment and recreation 0.0 
Other service activities 6.0 
Activities of households as employers 3.9 
Total (%) 100 
Total (Million Maloti) 3,744 
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3.11 Establishment and Financial Year 
 

Financial Year is an accounting period that can start on any day of a calendar 
year but has twelve consecutive months (i.e. 52 consecutive weeks) at the end of which 
account books are closed, profit or loss is computed, and financial reportsare prepared 
for filing. It may or may not match a calendar year 
(www.businessdictionary.com). Establishments must follow certain accounting period 
for effective and efficient financial procedures and processes. The most popular 
financial year was January-December (40.6 percent) followed closely by April- March 
(39.3 percent) and the others distantly ranging between the minimum of 1.2 percent to 
at most 3.4 percent as illustrated by Table 3.11a.  

 

Table 3.11a Distribution of Establishments by Financial Year - 2012 
Financial Year N % 

January-December 3,870 40.6 

February-January 116 1.2 

March-February 155 1.6 

April-March 3,745 39.3 

May-April 326 3.4 

June-May 250 2.6 

July-June 299 3.1 

August-July 181 1.9 

September-August 122 1.3 

October-September 160 1.7 

November-October 149 1.6 

December-November 168 1.8 

Total 9,541 100 
 

It is evident that the different administrative districts had a homogenous behaviour 
with regard to the most preferred establishments’ accounting periods which is 
January to December and April to March as shown by Table 3.11b. However, there 
were to some extent variations in the popularity magnitudes. The notable differences 
were observed in Leribe, Qacha’s Nek, Mokhotlong and Thaba-Tseka. Establishments 
in Leribe mostly followed April to March (52.2 percent) as compared to 36.3 percent for 
January to December financial years. An apparent observation of a January to 
December financial year was observed in Qacha’s Nek, Mokhotlong and Thaba-Tseka, 
with 53.2, 45.6 and 79.6 percent as opposed to 35.3 (above half, 24.0 (below half) and 
15.1 (below one fifth) per cent respectively.  
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Table 3.11b Number of Establishments by Financial Year and District - 2012 

  District 

Financial 
Year 

Botha-
Bothe Leribe Berea Maseru Mafeteng 

Mohale’
s Hoek Quthing 

Qacha’
s Nek Mokhotlong 

Thaba-
Tseka Total 

Jan-Dec 20.1 36.3 36.1 44.5 33.8 38.0 43.4 53.2 45.6 79.6 40.6 

Feb-Jan 5.6 0.8 0.8 0.4 1.6 0.3 1.3 0.7 2.9 0.5 1.2 

Mar-Feb 6.6 0.7 0.8 0.4 4.6 0.9 2.0 0.2 2.4 1.2 1.6 

Apr-Mar 14.5 52.2 29.6 46.5 39.6 51.5 40.2 35.3 24.0 15.1 39.3 

May-Apr 5.3 0.9 14.9 0.7 4.2 1.2 1.1 2.4 2.2 0.2 3.4 

Jun-May 7.4 1.8 2.7 1.7 4.0 2.9 2.0 1.9 3.7 0.5 2.6 

Jul-Jun 7.8 1.9 4.7 2.8 2.6 1.9 2.0 1.6 5.3 1.0 3.1 

Aug-Jul 9.4 0.9 2.1 0.6 2.2 0.7 1.4 0.9 3.3 1.0 1.9 

Sept-Aug 4.8 1.2 1.5 0.4 1.8 0.5 0.9 0.7 2.6 0.0 1.3 

Oct-Sept 6.7 1.3 1.7 0.7 1.8 0.5 2.3 0.9 2.6 0.2 1.7 

Nov-Oct 4.6 1.2 2.8 0.3 2.1 0.7 1.3 1.4 3.1 0.5 1.6 

Dec-Nov 7.2 0.8 2.2 1.1 1.8 0.9 2.2 0.7 2.2 0.2 1.8 

Total % 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 

Total  N 732 1,803 1,226 2,461 854 577 555 425 491 417 9,541 

 

 

3.12 Establishment Size 
 
Several criteria are used to classify the size of an establishment: employment, 
turnover, amount of net assets, value added, etc. BOS opted to use the number of 
employees engaged. The establishments’ sizes were categorized as follows; 
establishment with 01 to 04 employees as micro, 05 to 09 as small, 10 to 49 as 
medium and lastly 50 and over employees as large.  
 
Table 3.12a presents the percentage distribution of establishments by district and 
establishment size. Given the economic status of Lesotho, within all 10 districts a 
minimum of 52.3 percent to a maximum of 86.6 percent were Micro establishments. 
Establishments classified as Small were within the range of 2.6 to 11.9 percent, 
whereas this highest sizeable proportion was evident in Maseru (11.9 per cent). A very 
small proportion of large establishments were observed across all districts, however 
comparatively higher percentages were in Maseru and Leribe (2.7 and 1.4 percent 
respectively). 
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Table 3.12a Percentage Distribution of Establishments by District and Establishment Size - 2012 
  Establishment Range 

  
Total   

Not  
Reported Micro Small Medium Large 

Botha-Bothe 38.7 52.3 5.6 3.1 0.3 100 

Leribe 26.2 62.7 5.9 3.7 1.4 100 

Berea 16.3 72.3 7.0 3.9 0.4 100 

Maseru 21.3 55.8 11.9 8.2 2.7 100 

Mafeteng 20.1 67.7 8.5 3.5 0.1 100 
Mohale’s Hoek 15.9 77.6 2.6 3.5 0.3 100 

Quthing 15.9 77.7 4.7 1.6 0.2 100 

Qacha’s Nek 8.7 86.4 4.0 0.9 0.0 100 

Mokhotlong 24.8 67.2 5.3 2.2 0.4 100 

Thaba-Tseka 4.1 86.6 7.2 2.2 0.0 100 

Total (%) 21.0 65.9 7.5 4.4 1.1 100 

Total (N) 2,008 6,290 715 422 106 9,541 
 

The size of each establishment is determined by the number of defining 
(administrative, environmental or economic) factors. The economic status of a 
particular district in this instance could have had a great impact in establishing a 
certain size class of the enterprise. Table 3.12b shows the percentage distribution of 
the establishments by districts and establishment size. Maseru had the highest total 
percentage share (25.8 percent) as compared to all district in all classes, followed 
closely by Leribe with 18.9 percent. The highest share of large establishments was 
observed in Maseru and Leribe especially with 63.2 and 24.5 percent respectively. 
 
Table 3.12b Percentage Distribution of Establishments by District and Establishment Size - 2012 
  Establishment Size 

  
Total   

Not 
Reported Micro Small Medium Large 

Botha-Bothe 14.1 6.1 5.5 5.5 1.9 7.7 
Leribe 23.5 18.0 15.9 15.9 24.5 18.9 
Berea 10.0 14.1 11.4 11.4 4.7 12.8 

Maseru 26.1 21.8 47.6 47.6 63.2 25.8 
Mafeteng 8.6 9.2 7.1 7.1 0.9 9.0 

Mohale’s Hoek 4.6 7.1 4.7 4.7 1.9 6.0 
Quthing 4.4 6.9 2.1 2.1 0.9 5.8 
Qacha’s Nek 1.8 5.8 0.9 0.9 0.0 4.5 

Mokhotlong 6.1 5.2 2.6 2.6 1.9 5.1 

Thaba-Tseka 0.8 5.7 2.1 2.1 0.0 4.4 

Total % 100 100 100 100 100 100 
Total N 2,008 6,290 715 422 106 9,541 
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Micro businesses are considered as primary core of economic activity in rural areas 
while urban areas are typically composed of a more diverse core of micro, small, 
medium, and large establishments. Table 3.12c presents the percentage distribution of 
establishments by rural/urban settlement and establishment size. It is apparent given 
the results below that Micro establishments were more in rural areas (51.4 percent). 
Medium and Large establishments were found in the urban settings with 89.6 and 
93.4 percent respectively. 
 
 
Table 3.12c Percentage Distribution of Establishments by Rural/ Urban and Establishment Size - 
2012 

  
Establishment Size 

Rural/ Urban Not 
Reported Micro Small Medium Large Total (%) Total (N) 

Urban 61.0 48.6 79.4 89.6 93.4 55.8 5,325 

Rural 39.0 51.4 20.6 10.4 6.6 44.2 4,216 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 9,541 
 
 
Table 3.12d presents the percentage distribution of establishment by industry and 
establishment size. In almost all the industries studied micro establishments 
dominated, ranging from 20.8 to 69.7percent, with some exceptions in the Mining and 
Quarrying; Construction; and Real Estate. Large enterprises recorded relatively lower 
proportions across all industries with an exception of Mining and Quarrying (28.6 
percent). 
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Table 3.12d Number of Establishments by Industry and Establishment Size - 2012 

  Establishment Size 

Industry 
Not 

Reported Micro Small Medium Large Total  

Mining and Quarrying 42.9 7.1 0.0 21.4 28.6 100 

Manufacturing 19.5 62.8 6.6 4.8 6.3 100 

Electricity, Gas, Steam and Air Conditioning 
Supply 11.1 55.6 0.0 22.2 11.1 100 

Water Supply, Sewerage, Waste Management 
and Remediation Activities 0.0 0.0 25.0 75.0 0.0 100 

Construction 47.5 18.0 8.2 13.1 13.1 100 

Wholesale and Retail Trade; Repair of Motor 
Vehicles and Motorcycles 20.1 68.7 7.0 4.0 0.2 100 

Transportation and Storage 45.8 20.8 16.7 12.5 4.2 100 

Accommodation and Food Service Activities 21.9 65.0 7.8 4.9 0.4 100 

Information and communication 30.4 53.6 7.1 5.4 3.6 100 

Financial and Insurance Activities 25.3 40.7 15.4 16.5 2.2 100 

Real Estate Activities 80.6 9.7 9.7 0.0 0.0 100 

Professional, Scientific and Technical Activities 24.5 49.1 17.9 8.5 0.0 100 

Administrative and Support Service Activities 30.3 45.5 9.1 15.2 0.0 100 
Education 8.5 67.6 14.1 8.5 1.4 100 

Human Health and Social Work Activities 11.5 69.5 13.7 5.3 0.0 100 

Arts, Entertainment and Recreation 66.7 25.0 0.0 8.3 0.0 100 

Other Service Activities 37.6 32.9 10.6 8.2 10.6 100 

Activities of Households as Employers 22.0 69.7 7.5 0.8 0.0 100 
 

3.13 Turnover (‘000) and Districts 
 

The turnover range of establishments across districts is presented in Table 3.13. In 
Botha–Bothe 52.3 percent of establishments reported turnover below five hundred 
thousand Maloti (M500,000). However, Botha Bothe registered the highest proportion 
(39.3 percent) of establishments that did not disclose turnover, followed closely by 
Mokhotlong (27.1 percent) and Leribe (25.5 percent) relative to other districts. 
Nationally, it was notable that about 17.7 percent of establishments did not disclose 
turnover. More than 3.0 percent of all establishment reported turnover exceeding five 
million Maloti.  
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Table 3.13 Percentage Distribution of Establishments by Districts and Turnover – 2012  

  District   
Turnover 
Range(In 
Thousand 
Maloti) 

Botha-
Bothe Leribe Berea Maseru Mafeteng 

Mohale’s 
Hoek Quthing 

Qacha’s 
Nek Mokhotlong 

Thaba-
Tseka Total 

Not reported 39.3 25.5 19.7 14.0 15.2 16.3 7.7 8.2 27.1 4.1 17.7 
< 499 52.3 61.5 72.2 59.2 68.7 67.1 81.6 79.5 61.9 83.7 68.8 

500 - 999 2.0 4.5 3.5 5.4 7.1 7.5 4.5 4.2 3.3 5.5 4.8 

1000 - 1499 0.7 1.6 1.1 2.6 2.7 2.4 1.1 2.4 1.6 0.7 1.7 

1500 - 1999 0.8 0.8 0.4 1.5 0.7 1.0 0.2 1.4 1.4 1.2 1.0 

2000 - 2499 0.1 0.7 0.1 1.4 1.2 1.4 0.4 0.5 0.8 1.0 0.7 

2500 - 2999 0.4 0.3 0.0 0.9 0.5 0.5 0.2 0.2 0.6 0.2 0.4 

3000 - 3499 0.1 0.3 0.1 1.2 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.7 0.3 

3500 - 3999 0.4 0.3 0.2 0.8 0.6 0.2 0.5 0.7 0.0 0.0 0.4 

4000 - 4499 0.3 0.1 0.2 0.5 0.2 0.2 0.4 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.2 
4500 - 4999 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.7 0.2 0.2 0.4 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.3 
5000+ 3.1 4.2 2.3 11.7 2.3 3.3 3.1 2.1 3.3 2.9 3.8 
Total (%) 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
Total (N) 732 1,803 1,226 2,461 854 577 555 425 491 417 9,541 
 

3.14 Turnover (‘000) and Urban/Rural Settlement  
 

Generally, the pattern of the distribution of establishments’ turnover shows higher 
percentages in the urban areas than in the rural areas as indicated in Figure 3.1. The 
distribution of establishments with turnover less than 500,000 Maloti, for the urban 
and rural settlement were almost the same as they constituted 50.1 and 49.9 percent 
respectively. The finding further revealed that for those establishments with a turnover 
5,000,000 Maloti and above, highest proportion were found in the urban (90.6 
percent) while 9.4percentwas observed in the rural settlement. 
 
Figure 3.1 Establishment’s Turnover (‘000) and Urban/ Rural Settlement – 2012 
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         3.15 Turnover (‘000) and Type of Establishment 
 

Figure 3.2 depicts percentage distribution of establishments by turnover and type of 
establishments.  It was observed that Single Enterprises had the highest share of 
turnover across all other types of establishments.  
 
 
 
Figure 3.2 Percentage Distribution Establishments by Turnover and Type of Establishment – 2012 
 

 
 

        
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
          

 

3.16 Turnover (‘000) and Legal Form 
 
The distribution of the establishments’ turnover and legal form is shown in Table 3.16. 
The majority of sole proprietors (87.1 percent) had turnover below 500,000 Maloti 
while Non-profit making body was the least with 0.2 percent. Most Limited Liability 
Company (35.7 percent) observed turnover between three and four million Maloti (M3-
M4 million).  
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Table 3.16 Percentage Distribution of Establishments by Legal Form and Turnover Range – 2012  
  Turnover Range (In Thousand Maloti)   

Legal Form Not 
reported < 499 

500 - 
999 

1000 - 
1499 

1500 - 
1999 

2000 - 
2499 

2500 - 
2999 

3000 - 
3499 

3500 - 
3999 

4000 - 
4499 

4500 - 
4999 5000+ 

Total 

Sole 
proprietorship 74.0 87.1 63.8 47.2 40.4 26.6 25.6 27.9 28.6 34.6 23.5 16.9 41.4 

Partnership 3.9 3.0 2.6 6.3 5.3 6.3 2.3 4.7 7.1 3.8 5.9 4.3 4.6 

Limited liability 
company 3.5 2.1 9.4 9.7 20.2 19.0 23.3 11.6 35.7 11.5 29.4 27.0 16.9 

Co-operative 0.5 0.5 0.0 0.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 7.7 0.0 0.6 0.8 

Non-profit 
making body 0.7 0.2 0.2 0.0 1.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.2 

Not reported 17.4 7.0 24.0 36.4 33.0 48.1 48.8 55.8 28.6 42.3 41.2 51.0 36.1 
Total (%) 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
Total (N) 

1,784 6,253 459 176 94 79 43 43 42 26 34 508 9,541 
 

 

3.17 Fixed Assets (‘000) and Urban/Rural Settlement 
 

The establishments were requested to report the value of their net non-financial fixed assets. Illustrated in Figure 3.3 is the 
percentage distribution of establishments by fixed assets and settlement. On average the establishments in the urban settlement 
reported highest value of fixed assets than in the rural area recording 81.4 and 16.8 percent respectively. The proportion of 
establishment with turnover greater than three million was minimal in the rural settings.  
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Figure 3.3 Percentage Distribution of establishments’ by  Fixed Assets and Urban/ Rural Settlement – 2012 
 

 

          
          

          
          

          
          

          
          

3.18 Fixed Assetsand Type of Establishment 
 

On average Single Enterprises recorded the highest percentage of 67.9 with regard to the value of fixed assets as depicted in 
Figure 3.4. Amongst establishments with value of fixed assets in the range M4,499,999 - M4,999,999 Head offices reported the 
highest proportion (50.0 percent), while the other half was shared equally amongst Single enterprises and Branch/division of 
multi-establishment enterprise. It was observed that about 72.0 percent of the Single enterprises did not report the value of their 
assets. 
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Figure 3.4 Establishment’s Fixed Assets and the Type of Establishment – 2012 
  

 
 

          

           
           

           
           

           
           

           
           

 

3.19 Fixed Assets and Ownership 
 

Table 3.17 presents percentage distribution of establishments’ fixed assets and ownership. On average the establishments whose 
ownership was fully national and private dominated all other categories followed by those fully owned by non-nationals  and  
private, each recording 62.5 and 14.1 percent respectively. The establishments whose value of fixed assets were less than 
M499,999 were dominated by privately owned establishments who were fully national, with 84.4 percent.  

0.0

20.0

40.0

60.0

80.0

100.0

120.0

Not 
reported

< 499 500 - 999 1000 -
1499

1500 -
1999

2000 -
2499

2500 -
2999

3000 -
3499

3500 -
3999

4000 -
4499

4500 -
4999

5000+

Pe
rc

en
ta

ge
s

Fixed Assets Range (In Thousand Maloti)

Single enterprise

Branch or division of a multi-
establishment enterprise

Head office

Not reported



 
 

28 
 

Table 3.17 Percentage Distribution of Establishments by Ownership and Fixed Assets – 2012 
  Fixed Assets Range (In Thousand Maloti)   

Ownership Not 
reported 

< 499 
500 - 
999 

1000 - 
1499 

1500 - 
1999 

2000 - 
2499 

2500 - 
2999 

3000 - 
3499 

3500 - 
3999 

4000 - 
4499 

4500 - 
4999 5000+ Total 

Fully national, 
private 68.5 84.4 57.6 44.6 70.8 59.3 68.8 40.0 100.0 33.3 75.0 47.4 62.5 

Fully national, 
public 0.9 1.2 3.8 8.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 3.2 1.5 

Fully foreign 4.5 6.0 16.8 30.4 12.5 7.4 12.5 26.7 0.0 11.1 25.0 15.8 14.1 

50% national 
& foreign 0.1 0.6 2.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 6.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 10.5 1.7 

More than 50 
% national 0.2 0.0 0.5 1.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 11.1 0.0 2.1 1.3 

More than 
50% foreign 0.1 0.1 1.6 0.0 0.0 3.7 0.0 6.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.1 1.1 

Not reported 25.7 7.7 16.8 14.3 16.7 29.6 12.5 26.7 0.0 44.4 0.0 20.0 17.9 

Total (%) 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 

Total (N) 3,054 6,054 184 56 24 27 16 15 3 9 4 95 9,541 



 
 

29 
 

Conclusion 
 

Operational Status 
 
There were 9,541 establishments listed during the census of business establishments 
(Phase I) of the 2013/2014 Economic Activity Census. In general, it was reported that 
most of the establishments in Lesotho (8,835) were still in operation, while 84 had 
ceased operation in 2012.It is also evident that 55.8 percent of those in operation were 
found in the urban areas, especially Maseru urban. Regarding the districts most of the 
enterprises that were operational were concentrated in Maseru and Leribe with 26.2 
and 20.0 percent respectively.  
 
Type of Establishment 
 
The study has revealed that most of the establishments (82.4) were single enterprise 
and most of these single enterprises (22.5 percent) were found in Maseru while the 
least (4.4 percent) were in Thaba-Tseka. 

Legal form 

Majority of the establishments (77.0 percent) were owned by individuals (sole 
proprietors). The same pattern had been observed within each urban/rural settlement, 
registering 68.8 and 87.3 percent for urban and rural areas respectively. 
Establishment that did not report their legal form constituted 14.0 percent. 

Type of Ownership 

Type of ownership reflected that out of a total of 9,541 establishments, 7,434 were 
owned by private proprietors who are fully national, deeming it the highest amongst 
other types of ownership. Foreign owned establishment on the other hand amounted 
to 577. Out of the total, Maseru had the highest percent of 22.5, followed by Leribe 
with 19.4 percent of the private establishments owned fully by nationals, whereas the 
lowest was Thaba-Tseka with 4.5 percent. 
 
Activity 

Majority of businesses in the country (6,197) were engaged in Wholesale and Retail 
Trade, from which higher numbers were single establishments. This is followed by 
Accommodation and food service activities, then Manufacturing. Limited liability 
companies and Partnership came second from sole proprietorship in terms of legality 
of the establishments. 
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Financial year 

The most popular financial year was January-December (40.6 percent) followed closely 
by April- March (39.3 percent) and the others distantly ranging between the minimum 
of 1.2 percent to at most 3.4 percent. 

Establishment Size 

Nationally, more than half of establishments were classified as micro (employment of 
1-4 people). As for large establishments, a fairly small proportion was observed across 
all districts, with the maximum of 2.7 percent in Maseru and 1.4 percent in Leribe. 
 
Turnover/Sales 

Generally, the pattern of the distribution of establishments’ turnover shows higher 
percentages in the urban areas than in the rural areas. The distribution of 
establishments with turnover less than 500,000 Maloti, for the urban and rural 
settlement were almost the same as they constituted 50.1 and 49.9 percent 
respectively. The findings revealed that more than 3.0 percent of all establishment 
reported turnover exceeding five million Maloti, from which the highest proportion 
(90.6 percent)  were found in the urban while 9.4 percent was observed in the rural 
settlement. It was further observed that Single Enterprises had the highest share of 
turnover across all other types of establishments. 
 
Fixed assets 

On average, the establishments in the urban settlement reported highest value of fixed 
assets than in the rural area recording 81.4 and 16.8 percent respectively. Amongst 
the establishments with value of fixed assets in the range M4,499,999 - M4,999,999, 
Head offices reported the highest proportion (50.0 percent), while the other half was 
shared equally amongst Single enterprises and Branch/division of multi-
establishment enterprise. 

On average, the establishments whose ownership was fully national and private 
dominated all other categories followed by those fully owned by non-nationals and 
private, each recording 62.5 and 14.1 percent respectively. The establishments whose 
value of fixed assets were less than M499,999 were dominated by privately owned 
establishments whose ownership were fully national, with 84.4 percent. 
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Annex One 
 

Table 1: Number of Establishments by Financial Year and District- 2012 

Financial 
Year  

District 

Botha-Bothe Leribe Berea Maseru Mafeteng Mohale’s Hoek Quthing 
Qacha’s 

Nek Mokhotlong Thaba-Tseka Total 
Jan-Dec 147 655 443 1,094 289 219 241 226 224 332 3,870 
Feb-Jan 41 14 10 9 14 2 7 3 14 2 116 
Mar-Feb 48 13 10 11 39 5 11 1 12 5 155 
Apr-Mar 106 942 363 1145 338 297 223 150 118 63 3,745 
May-Apr 39 17 183 16 36 7 6 10 11 1 326 
Jun-May 54 32 33 41 34 17 11 8 18 2 250 
Jul-Jun 57 34 58 69 22 11 11 7 26 4 299 
Aug-Jul 69 16 26 15 19 4 8 4 16 4 181 
Sept-Aug 35 21 18 9 15 3 5 3 13 0 122 
Oct-Sept 49 23 21 18 15 3 13 4 13 1 160 
Nov-Oct 34 21 34 8 18 4 7 6 15 2 149 
Dec-Nov 53 15 27 26 15 5 12 3 11 1 168 
Total 732 1,803 1,226 2,461 854 577 555 425 491 417 9,541 
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Table 2: Number of Establishments by Financial Year and Establishment size - 2012 

  Establishment Size 
Financial Year  Not given Micro Small Medium Large Total 
Jan-Dec 758 2,832 179 82 19 3,870 
Feb-Jan 39 66 3 8 0 116 
Mar-Feb 48 89 10 5 3 155 
Apr-Mar 699 2,311 409 254 72 3,745 
May-Apr 61 225 28 11 1 326 
Jun-May 53 170 17 10 0 250 
Jul-Jun 83 167 27 15 7 299 
Aug-Jul 71 98 7 5 0 181 
Sept-Aug 39 68 9 6 0 122 
Oct-Sept 47 84 12 16 1 160 
Nov-Oct 50 86 8 3 2 149 
Dec-Nov 60 94 6 7 1 168 
Total 2,008 6,290 715 422 106 9,541 

 

Table 3: Number of Establishments by Industry and Establishment Size - 2012 

  Establishment Size 
Industry Not given Micro Small Medium Large Total  
Mining and Quarrying 6 1 0 3 4 14 
Manufacturing 179 578 61 44 58 920 
Electricity, Gas, Steam and Air Conditioning 
Supply 1 5 0 2 1 9 
Water Supply; Sewerage, Waste Management 
and Remediation Activities 0 0 1 3 0 4 
Construction 29 11 5 8 8 61 
Wholesale and Retail trade; Repair of Motor 
vehicles and Motorcycles 1,248 4,256 433 245 15 6,197 
Transportation and Storage 11 5 4 3 1 24 
Accommodation and Food Service Activities 255 757 91 57 5 1,165 
Information and Communication 17 30 4 3 2 56 
Financial and Insurance Activities 23 37 14 15 2 91 
Real Estate Activities 25 3 3 0 0 31 
Professional, Scientific and Technical 
Activities 26 52 19 9 0 106 
Administrative and Support Service Activities 10 15 3 5 0 33 
Education 6 48 10 6 1 71 
Human Health and Social Work Activities 15 91 18 7 0 131 
Arts, Entertainment and Recreation 8 3 0 1 0 12 
Other Service Activities 32 28 9 7 9 85 
Activities of Households as Employers 117 370 40 4 0 531 
Activities of Extraterritorial Organizations 
and Bodies 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 2,008 6,290 715 422 106 9,541 
 

Table 4: Number of Establishments by Urban/Rural Residence and Establishment Size- 2012 

  Establishment Size 
Rural/ Urban Not given Micro Small Medium Large Total 
Urban 1,225 3,055 568 378 99 5,325 

Rural 783 3,235 147 44 7 4,216 

Total 2,008 6,290 715 422 106 9,541 
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Table 5: Number of Establishments by Industry, District and Establishment Size - 2012 
  Establishment Size 

Industry Not given Micro Small Medium Large Total 
Botha Bothe 

      Mining and Quarrying 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Manufacturing 24 29 2 1 0 56 
Electricity, Gas, Steam and Air 
Conditioning Supply 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Water Supply; Sewerage, Waste 
Management and Remediation Activities 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Construction 1 0 0 0 0 1 
Wholesale and Retail trade; Repair of 
Motor vehicles and Motorcycles 185 265 27 14 2 493 
Transportation and Storage 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Accommodation and Food Service 
Activities 24 34 4 6 0 68 
Information and Communication 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Financial and Insurance Activities 6 2 2 2 0 12 
Real Estate Activities 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Professional, Scientific and Technical 
Activities 1 0 0 0 0 1 
Administrative and Support Service 
Activities 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Education 3 9 3 0 0 15 
Human Health and Social Work Activities 2 3 0 0 0 5 
Arts, Entertainment and Recreation 1 1 0 0 0 2 
Other Service Activities 1 3 0 0 0 4 
Activities of Households as Employers 35 35 3 0 0 73 
Activities of Extraterritorial Organizations 
and Bodies 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Leribe 

      Mining and Quarrying 0 0 0 1 0 1 
Manufacturing 48 95 10 10 20 183 
Electricity, Gas, Steam and Air 
Conditioning Supply 0 1 0 0 1 2 
Water Supply; Sewerage, Waste 
Management and Remediation Activities 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Construction 0 1 1 0 0 2 
Wholesale and Retail trade; Repair of 
Motor vehicles and Motorcycles 299 776 61 45 2 1,183 
Transportation and Storage 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Accommodation and Food Service 
Activities 56 128 11 7 1 203 
Information and Communication 0 4 2 0 0 6 
Financial and Insurance Activities 7 4 3 1 0 15 
Real Estate Activities 3 0 0 0 0 3 
Professional, Scientific and Technical 
Activities 2 4 5 0 0 11 
Administrative and Support Service 
Activities 0 3 0 0 0 3 
Education 2 14 1 0 0 17 
Human Health and Social Work Activities 5 21 3 1 0 30 
Arts, Entertainment and Recreation 0 0 0 1 0 1 
Other Service Activities 9 0 0 1 2 12 
Activities of Households as Employers 41 80 10 0 0 131 
Activities of Extraterritorial Organizations 
and Bodies 0 0 0 0 0 0 

 

 

 

 



 
 

34 
 

  Establishment Size 
Industry Not given Micro Small Medium Large Total 
Berea 

      Mining and Quarrying 1 1 0 2 1 5 
Manufacturing 13 87 13 8 0 121 
Electricity, Gas, Steam and Air 
Conditioning Supply 0 0 0 1 0 1 

Water Supply; Sewerage, Waste 
Management and Remediation Activities 0 0 0 2 0 2 
Construction 2 1 0 1 1 5 
Wholesale and Retail trade; Repair of 
Motor vehicles and Motorcycles 156 628 52 23 0 859 
Transportation and Storage 1 2 1 0 0 4 
Accommodation and Food Service 
Activities 15 87 6 2 1 111 
Information and Communication 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Financial and Insurance Activities 0 6 1 2 0 9 
Real Estate Activities 1 0 0 0 0 1 
Professional, Scientific and Technical 
Activities 1 7 0 0 0 8 
Administrative and Support Service 
Activities 0 0 1 2 0 3 
Education 1 14 4 3 0 22 
Human Health and Social Work Activities 1 9 2 1 0 13 
Arts, Entertainment and Recreation 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Other Service Activities 1 2 1 0 2 6 
Activities of Households as Employers 7 42 5 1 0 55 
Activities of Extraterritorial Organizations 
and Bodies 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Maseru 

      Mining and Quarrying 5 0 0 0 3 8 
Manufacturing 49 156 27 19 35 286 
Electricity, Gas, Steam and Air 
Conditioning Supply 1 0 0 1 0 2 
Water Supply; Sewerage, Waste 
Management and Remediation Activities 0 0 1 1 0 2 
Construction 21 5 4 6 7 43 
Wholesale and Retail trade; Repair of 
Motor vehicles and Motorcycles 261 852 168 111 10 1,402 
Transportation and Storage 8 3 3 3 0 17 
Accommodation and Food Service 
Activities 72 137 41 21 2 273 
Information and Communication 15 9 1 3 2 30 
Financial and Insurance Activities 3 3 4 8 2 20 
Real Estate Activities 18 3 2 0 0 23 
Professional, Scientific and Technical 
Activities 22 32 12 9 0 75 
Administrative and Support Service 
Activities 3 4 0 3 0 10 
Education 0 8 2 3 1 14 
Human Health and Social Work Activities 5 19 10 5 0 39 
Arts, Entertainment and Recreation 7 2 0 0 0 9 
Other Service Activities 18 18 7 5 5 53 
Activities of Households as Employers 17 123 12 3 0 155 
Activities of Extraterritorial Organizations 
and Bodies 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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  Establishment Size 
Industry Not given Micro Small Medium Large Total 
Mafeteng 

      Mining and Quarrying 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Manufacturing 23 62 3 3 1 92 
Electricity, Gas, Steam and Air 
Conditioning Supply 0 3 0 0 0 3 
Water Supply; Sewerage, Waste 
Management and Remediation Activities 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Construction 1 1 0 0 0 2 
Wholesale and Retail trade; Repair of 
Motor vehicles and Motorcycles 112 406 54 20 0 592 
Transportation and Storage 2 0 0 0 0 2 
Accommodation and Food Service 
Activities 16 65 9 7 0 97 
Information and Communication 2 1 0 0 0 3 
Financial and Insurance Activities 2 6 0 0 0 8 
Real Estate Activities 1 0 1 0 0 2 
Professional, Scientific and Technical 
Activities 0 3 1 0 0 4 
Administrative and Support Service 
Activities 1 1 1 0 0 3 
Education 0 2 0 0 0 2 
Human Health and Social Work Activities 0 10 1 0 0 11 
Arts, Entertainment and Recreation 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Other Service Activities 2 0 0 0 0 2 
Activities of Households as Employers 10 18 3 0 0 31 
Activities of Extraterritorial Organizations 
and Bodies 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Mohale’s Hoek 

      Mining and Quarrying 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Manufacturing 6 21 1 1 1 30 
Electricity, Gas, Steam and Air 
Conditioning Supply 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Water Supply; Sewerage, Waste 
Management and Remediation Activities 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Construction 1 0 0 0 0 1 
Wholesale and Retail trade; Repair of 
Motor vehicles and Motorcycles 62 353 7 14 0 436 
Transportation and Storage 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Accommodation and Food Service 
Activities 21 52 3 4 1 81 
Information and Communication 0 1 1 0 0 2 
Financial and Insurance Activities 0 3 1 1 0 5 
Real Estate Activities 2 0 0 0 0 2 
Professional, Scientific and Technical 
Activities 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Administrative and Support Service 
Activities 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Education 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Human Health and Social Work Activities 0 2 0 0 0 2 
Arts, Entertainment and Recreation 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Other Service Activities 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Activities of Households as Employers 0 14 2 0 0 16 
Activities of Extraterritorial Organizations 
and Bodies 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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  Establishment Size 
Industry Not given Micro Small Medium Large Total 
Quthing 

      Mining and Quarrying 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Manufacturing 4 19 0 0 1 24 
Electricity, Gas, Steam and Air 
Conditioning Supply 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Water Supply; Sewerage, Waste 
Management and Remediation Activities 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Construction 1 1 0 0 0 2 
Wholesale and Retail trade; Repair of 
Motor vehicles and Motorcycles 62 270 17 6 0 355 
Transportation and Storage 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Accommodation and Food Service 
Activities 15 111 4 2 0 132 
Information and Communication 0 3 0 0 0 3 
Financial and Insurance Activities 3 4 1 1 0 9 
Real Estate Activities 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Professional, Scientific and Technical 
Activities 0 1 1 0 0 2 
Administrative and Support Service 
Activities 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Education 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Human Health and Social Work Activities 0 8 0 0 0 8 
Arts, Entertainment and Recreation 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Other Service Activities 0 0 1 0 0 1 
Activities of Households as Employers 3 14 2 0 0 19 
Activities of Extraterritorial Organizations 
and Bodies 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Qacha’s Nek 

      Mining and Quarrying 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Manufacturing 2 22 1 1 0 26 
Electricity, Gas, Steam and Air 
Conditioning Supply 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Water Supply; Sewerage, Waste 
Management and Remediation Activities 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Construction 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Wholesale and Retail trade; Repair of 
Motor vehicles and Motorcycles 25 261 10 1 0 297 
Transportation and Storage 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Accommodation and Food Service 
Activities 9 61 5 2 0 77 
Information and Communication 0 3 0 0 0 3 
Financial and Insurance Activities 0 4 0 0 0 4 
Real Estate Activities 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Professional, Scientific and Technical 
Activities 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Administrative and Support Service 
Activities 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Education 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Human Health and Social Work Activities 0 10 0 0 0 10 
Arts, Entertainment and Recreation 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Other Service Activities 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Activities of Households as Employers 1 3 1 0 0 5 
Activities of Extraterritorial Organizations 
and Bodies 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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  Establishment Size 
Industry Not given Micro Small Medium Large Total 
Mokhotlong 

      Mining and Quarrying 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Manufacturing 10 51 3 1 0 65 
Electricity, Gas, Steam and Air 
Conditioning Supply 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Water Supply; Sewerage, Waste 
Management and Remediation Activities 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Construction 2 0 0 0 0 2 
Wholesale and Retail trade; Repair of 
Motor vehicles and Motorcycles 80 200 19 7 1 307 
Transportation and Storage 0 0 0 0 1 1 
Accommodation and Food Service 
Activities 18 34 1 2 0 55 
Information and Communication 0 5 0 0 0 5 
Financial and Insurance Activities 1 2 0 0 0 3 
Real Estate Activities 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Professional, Scientific and Technical 
Activities 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Administrative and Support Service 
Activities 6 5 1 0 0 12 
Education 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Human Health and Social Work Activities 2 9 2 0 0 13 
Arts, Entertainment and Recreation 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Other Service Activities 0 2 0 1 0 3 
Activities of Households as Employers 3 21 0 0 0 24 
Activities of Extraterritorial Organizations 
and Bodies 0 0 0 0 0 0 
ThabaTseka 

      Mining and Quarrying 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Manufacturing 0 36 1 0 0 37 
Electricity, Gas, Steam and Air 
Conditioning Supply 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Water Supply; Sewerage, Waste 
Management and Remediation Activities 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Construction 0 1 0 1 0 2 
Wholesale and Retail trade; Repair of 
Motor vehicles and Motorcycles 6 245 18 4 0 273 
Transportation and Storage 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Accommodation and Food Service 
Activities 9 48 7 4 0 68 
Information and Communication 0 2 0 0 0 2 
Financial and Insurance Activities 1 3 2 0 0 6 
Real Estate Activities 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Professional, Scientific and Technical 
Activities 0 4 0 0 0 4 
Administrative and Support Service 
Activities 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Education 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Human Health and Social Work Activities 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Arts, Entertainment and Recreation 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Other Service Activities 1 2 0 0 0 3 
Activities of Households as Employers 0 20 2 0 0 22 
Activities of Extraterritorial Organizations 
and Bodies 0 0 0 0 0 0 
 Total 2008 6290 715 422 106 9541 
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Table 6:  Number of Establishments by District and Legal Form  - 2012 
   Legal form 

District Sole proprietorship Partnership 
Limited liability 

company Co-operative 
Non-profit making 

body Not Reported 
Botha-Bothe 609 24 28 0 0 71 
Leribe 1,447 77 50 5 3 221 
Berea 1,038 15 44 26 9 94 
Maseru 1,581 141 251 9 9 470 
Mafeteng 673 11 43 1 2 124 
Mohale’s Hoek 482 7 17 0 0 71 
Quthing 422 20 1 4 0 108 
Qacha’s Nek 372 5 9 1 0 38 
Mokhotlong 373 12 13 2 7 84 
Thaba-Tseka 345 8 11 1 0 52 
 
Total 7,342 320 467 49 30 1,333 

 

Table 7: Number of Establishments by Legal form and Urban/Rural  -  2012 

    Urban/ Rural   
Legal Form Total Urban Rural 
Sole proprietorship 7,342 3,662 3,680 
Partnership 320 245 75 
Limited liability company 467 412 55 
Co-operative 49 38 11 
Non-profit making body 30 15 15 
Not Reported 1,333 953 380 
Total 9,541 5,325 4,261 
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Table 8:  Number of Establishments by District, Settlement and Legal Form  2012   
  Legal form 

District Urban/Rural Sole proprietorship Partnership 

Limited 
liability 

company Co-operative 
Non-profit 

making body Not Reported 
Botha-Bothe Urban 342 15 27 0 0 44 

Rural 267 9 1 0 0 27 
Leribe Urban 765 63 47 5 3 158 

Rural 682 14 3 0 0 63 
Berea Urban 473 7 28 21 3 61 

Rural 565 8 16 5 6 33 
Maseru Urban 1,133 129 235 8 6 416 

Rural 448 12 16 1 3 54 
Mafeteng Urban 278 6 36 1 2 90 

Rural 395 5 7 0 0 34 
Mohale’s Hoek Urban 158 4 15 0 0 54 

Rural 324 3 2 0 0 17 
Quthing Urban 100 5 1 1 0 48 

Rural 322 15 0 3 0 60 
Qacha’s Nek Urban 103 2 7 1 0 20 

Rural 269 3 2 0 0 18 
Mokhotlong Urban 187 10 10 1 1 39 

Rural 186 2 3 1 6 45 
Thaba-Tseka Urban 123 4 6 0 0 23 

Rural 222 4 5 1 0 29 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

40 
 

Table 9:  Number of Establishments by Constituency and  Legal Form – 2012 
  Legal form 

Constituency Sole proprietorship Partnership 
Limited liability 

company Co-operative 
Non-profit 

making body 
Not 

Reported 
Mechachane 65 2 0 0 0 3 
Hololo 91 4 1 0 0 12 
Motete 80 2 0 0 0 5 
Qalo 29 1 0 0 0 1 
Butha-Buthe 344 15 27 0 0 50 
Maliba-Matso 45 2 1 0 0 7 
Mphosong 90 0 1 0 0 14 
Thaba-Phatsoa 39 1 0 0 0 4 
Mahobong 56 1 0 0 0 5 
Pela-Tsoeu 49 1 0 0 0 8 
Matlakeng 45 0 0 0 0 4 
Mohobollo 78 0 0 0 0 1 
Hlotse 307 25 12 4 1 79 
Tsikoane 93 3 0 0 0 5 
Maputsoe 368 32 24 1 2 67 
Likhetlane 132 9 11 0 0 9 
Peka 90 1 1 0 0 9 
Kolonyama 55 2 0 0 0 8 
Mosalemane 16 0 0 0 0 0 
Nokong 160 1 8 4 0 15 
Bela-Bela 34 0 1 0 0 1 
Malimong 23 0 1 0 0 0 
Khafung 86 0 0 0 3 3 
TeyaTeyaneng 405 7 24 21 3 60 
Pulane 24 0 0 0 0 1 
Thupa-Kubu 71 4 3 0 3 3 
Seqonoka 117 3 3 0 0 7 
Berea 115 0 6 1 0 5 
Mabote 82 7 18 1 0 16 
Motimposo 84 6 3 0 0 6 
Stadium Area 290 51 65 4 1 61 
Maseru Central 320 44 117 2 1 293 
Qoaling 32 5 15 0 0 9 
Lithoteng 76 1 4 0 0 4 
Lithabaneng 112 13 6 1 3 16 
Abia 20 0 3 0 0 4 
Thaba-Bosiu 86 3 0 0 2 2 
Machache 51 1 0 1 0 4 
Thaba-Putsoa 37 0 0 0 0 10 
Maama 69 3 4 0 0 8 
Koro-Koro 27 2 0 0 0 4 
Qeme 65 2 3 0 0 9 
Rothe 65 0 1 0 0 6 
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Table 9:  Number of Establishments by Constituency and  Legal Form - 2012 
  Legal form 

Constituency Sole proprietorship Partnership 
Limited liability 

company Co-operative 
Non-profit 

making body 
Not 

Reported 
Matsieng 59 1 5 0 1 9 
Makhaleng 55 0 4 0 1 6 
Maletsunyane 38 2 1 0 0 3 
Thaba-Phechela 37 2 2 0 0 3 
Kolo 53 1 0 0 0 10 
Thaba-Tsoeu 48 1 1 0 0 3 
Maliepetsane 44 0 0 0 0 8 
Matelile 50 0 1 0 0 6 
Thabana-
Morena 

43 0 0 0 0 0 

Likhoele 70 1 2 0 0 2 
Qalabane 45 0 1 0 0 2 
Mafeteng 283 6 36 1 2 90 
Taung 60 1 1 0 0 1 
Qhalasi 36 1 0 0 0 0 
Mohale’s Hoek 159 4 16 0 0 54 
Mekaling 40 1 0 0 0 7 
Qaqatu 54 0 0 0 0 4 
Mpharane 33 0 0 0 0 1 
Ketane 22 0 0 0 0 3 
Hloahloeng 78 0 0 0 0 1 
Tele 79 8 0 2 0 13 
Moyeni 121 5 1 1 0 51 
Sebapala 62 0 0 0 0 6 
Mount Moorosi 89 3 0 0 0 24 
Qhoali 71 4 0 1 0 14 
Qachasnek 196 3 8 1 0 23 
Lebakeng 59 0 0 0 0 9 
Tsoelike 117 2 1 0 0 6 
Mantsonyane 82 3 3 0 0 19 
Thaba-Moea 25 0 1 0 0 4 
Thaba-Tseka 151 4 6 0 0 24 
Semena 31 0 0 0 0 3 
Mashai 56 1 1 1 0 2 
Malingoaneng 72 1 0 1 3 18 
Senqu 39 2 1 0 0 5 
Mokhotlong 208 9 10 1 1 43 
Bobatsi 54 0 2 0 3 18 

Total 7,342 320 467 49 30 1,333 
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Table 10:  Number of Establishments by Community Council and Legal Form - 2012 
  Legal form 

Community Council Sole proprietorship Partnership 
Limited liability 

company Co-operative 
Non-profit 

making body Not Reported 
Maseru Municipality 1,106 127 237 9 5 411 
Qiloane 86 3 0 0 2 2 
Ratau 51 1 0 1 0 4 
Likalaneng 19 0 0 0 0 6 
Nyakosoba 13 0 0 0 0 3 
Rapoleboea 5 0 0 0 0 1 
Manonyane 69 3 4 0 0 8 
Mohlakeng 27 2 0 0 0 4 
Mazenod 65 2 3 0 0 9 
Lilala 65 0 1 0 0 6 
Makhoarane 59 1 5 0 1 9 
Makhalaneng 33 0 2 0 0 2 
Ribaneng 22 0 2 0 1 4 
Semonkong 28 1 1 0 0 3 
Makolopetsane 4 1 0 0 0 0 
Telle 6 0 0 0 0 0 
Makhunoane 24 2 0 0 0 1 
Liqobong 12 0 0 0 0 0 
Ntelle 29 0 0 0 0 2 
Likila 91 4 1 0 0 12 
Kao 16 0 0 0 0 2 
Sekhobe 8 0 0 0 0 0 
Moteng 43 1 0 0 0 3 
Linakeng 13 1 0 0 0 0 
Tsa-le-Moleka 29 1 0 0 0 1 
Lipelaneng 359 15 27 0 0 50 
Limamarela 26 2 1 0 0 5 
Mphorosane 6 0 0 0 0 0 
Seshote 13 0 0 0 0 2 
Matlameng 21 0 0 0 0 3 
Pitseng 69 0 1 0 0 11 
Motati 23 1 0 0 0 1 
Fenyane 16 0 0 0 0 3 
Serupane 40 1 0 0 0 0 
Malaoaneng 16 0 0 0 0 5 
Menkhoaneng 57 1 0 0 0 8 
Maisa-Phoka 30 0 0 0 0 4 
Sephokong 70 0 0 0 0 1 
Linare 307 25 12 4 1 79 
Litjotjela 93 3 0 0 0 5 
Khomokhoana 368 31 24 1 2 67 
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  Legal form 

Community Council Sole proprietorship Partnership 
Limited liability 

company Co-operative 
Non-profit 

making body Not Reported 
Hleoheng 132 10 11 0 0 9 
Manka 90 1 1 0 0 9 
Tsoili-tsoili 55 2 0 0 0 8 
Makeoana 16 0 0 0 0 0 
Mapoteng 160 1 8 4 0 15 
Koeneng 34 0 1 0 0 1 
Tebe-Tebe 23 0 1 0 0 0 
Phuthiatsana 86 0 0 0 3 3 
Maluba-lube 405 7 24 21 3 60 
Motanasela 24 0 0 0 0 1 
Senekane 71 4 3 0 3 3 
Kanana 117 3 3 0 0 7 
Thuathe 25 0 0 0 0 3 
Metsi-Matso 37 2 2 0 0 3 
Mamantso 53 1 0 0 0 10 
Mathula 48 1 1 0 0 3 
Monyake 36 0 0 0 0 7 
Tajane 8 0 0 0 0 1 
Ramoetsane 24 0 0 0 0 0 
Malakeng 26 0 1 0 0 6 
Malumeng 5 0 0 0 0 0 
Koti-se-phola 38 0 0 0 0 0 
Makholane 70 1 2 0 0 2 
Qibing 45 0 1 0 0 2 
Makaota 283 6 36 1 2 90 
Siloe 60 1 1 0 0 1 
Mashaleng 36 1 0 0 0 0 
Motlejoeng 159 4 16 0 0 54 
KHOELENYA 40 1 0 0 0 7 
Teke 13 0 0 0 0 1 
Mootsinyane 4 0 0 0 0 0 
Phamong 37 0 0 0 0 3 
Thaba-Mokhele 33 0 0 0 0 1 
Qobong 21 0 0 0 0 1 
Qhobeng 1 0 0 0 0 0 
Seroto 0 0 0 0 0 2 
Likhutloaneng 17 0 0 0 0 0 
Nkau 39 0 0 0 0 1 
Qabane 22 0 0 0 0 0 
Likhohlong 20 0 0 0 0 4 
Matsatseng 59 8 0 2 0 9 
Qomoqomong 22 0 0 0 0 2 
Liphakoe 99 5 1 1 0 49 
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  Legal form 

Community Council Sole proprietorship Partnership 
Limited liability 

company Co-operative 
Non-profit 

making body Not Reported 
Ha Nkoebe 35 0 0 0 0 1 
Tsatsane 27 0 0 0 0 5 
Mkhono 25 0 0 0 0 5 
Mokotjomela 55 3 0 0 0 15 
Mphaki 58 3 0 1 0 17 
Seforong 22 1 0 0 0 1 
Patlong 43 0 1 0 0 3 
White-Hill 19 0 0 0 0 0 
Letloepe 134 3 7 1 0 20 
Maseepho 33 0 0 0 0 4 
Matebeng 9 0 0 0 0 5 
Mosenekeng 3 0 0 0 0 0 
Thaba-Khubelu 14 0 0 0 0 0 
Khomo-Phatsoa 30 0 1 0 0 6 
Ratsoleli 37 1 0 0 0 0 
Ramatseliso 30 1 0 0 0 0 
Thaba-Litsoene 20 0 0 0 0 0 
Matsoku 3 0 0 0 0 2 
Khubelu 10 0 0 1 1 7 
Mapholaneng 51 1 0 0 2 9 
Pae-la-itlhatsoa 8 0 0 0 0 0 
Popa 2 1 0 0 0 2 
Molika-liko 11 0 0 0 0 1 
Khalahali 26 1 1 0 0 2 
Moremoholo 7 0 0 0 0 1 
Sakeng 8 0 0 0 0 0 
Mateanong 7 0 0 0 0 3 
Liphamola 186 9 10 1 1 39 
Rafolatsane 21 0 1 0 0 5 
Marung 7 0 0 0 0 4 
Linakaneng 9 0 1 0 1 5 
Tekeseleng 17 0 0 0 2 4 
Malehloana 9 0 0 0 0 1 
Mphe-Lebeko 62 3 3 0 0 14 
Bokong 11 0 0 0 0 4 
Thaba-Kholo 6 0 0 0 0 0 
Lesobeng 19 0 1 0 0 4 
ThabanaMahlanya 133 4 6 0 0 23 
Mohlanapeng 18 0 0 0 0 1 
Khohlo-Ntso 21 0 0 0 0 2 
Bobete 3 0 0 0 0 0 
Senotong 7 0 0 0 0 1 
Makheka 19 1 1 1 0 0 
Monyetleng 23 0 0 0 0 0 
Sehonghong 14 0 0 0 0 2 
Total 7,342 320 467 49 30 1,333 
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Table 11:  Number of Establishments by District and Type of Ownership - 2012 
  Ownership 

District 
Fully national, 

private 
Fully national, 

public Fully foreign 
50% national & 

foreign 
More than 50 % 

national 
More than 50% 

foreign 
Not 

Reported 
Botha-Bothe 613 16 31 1 0 0 71 
Leribe 1,443 21 110 4 3 2 220 
Berea 1,074 9 41 4 4 0 94 
Maseru 1,676 30 239 33 3 10 470 
Mafeteng 657 5 64 3 0 1 124 
Mohale’sHoek 454 13 38 1 0 0 71 
Quthing 412 11 18 5 0 0 109 
Qacha’s Nek 381 0 6 0 0 0 38 
Mokhotlong 387 3 17 0 0 0 84 
Thaba-Tseka 338 11 13 2 0 1 52 
Total 7,435 119 577 53 10 14 1,333 
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Table 13:  Number of Establishments by Settlement  and Type of Ownership - 2012 
  

Type of Ownership 
Urban/Rural 

Urban Rural 
Fully national, private 3,757 3,678 
Fully national, public 87 32 
Fully foreign 463 114 
50% national & foreign 42 11 
More than 50 % national 10 0 
More than 50% foreign 14 0 
Not Reported 952 381 
Total 5,325 4,216 
 

 

Table 12:  Number of Establishments by District, Settlement and Type of Ownership - 2012  
    Ownership 

District Urban/Rural 
Fully 

national, 
private 

Fully 
national, 

public 
Fully 

foreign 

50% 
national & 

foreign 

More than 
50 % 

national 

More than 
50% 

foreign Not Reported 
Botha-
Bothe 

Urban 345 15 23 1 0 0 44 

Rural 268 1 8 0 0 0 27 
Leribe Urban 764 18 94 3 3 2 157 

Rural 679 3 16 1 0 0 63 
Berea Urban 496 3 25 4 4 0 61 

Rural 578 6 16 0 0 0 33 
Maseru Urban 1,222 24 221 31 3 10 416 

Rural 454 6 18 2 0 0 54 
Mafeteng Urban 270 3 47 2 0 1 90 

Rural 387 2 17 1 0 0 34 
Mohale’s 
Hoek 

Urban 140 9 27 1 0 0 54 
Rural 314 4 11 0 0 0 17 

Quthing Urban 98 4 5 0 0 0 48 
Rural 314 7 13 5 0 0 61 

Qacha’s 
Nek 

Urban 110 0 3 0 0 0 20 
Rural 271 0 3 0 0 0 18 

Mokhotlong Urban 200 0 9 0 0 0 39 
Rural 187 3 8 0 0 0 45 

Thaba-
Tseka 

Urban 112 11 9 0 0 1 23 
Rural 226 0 4 2 0 0 29 



 
 

47 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Table 14: Number  of Establishments by Constituency and Type of Ownership - 2012 

  Type of Ownership 

Constituency 

Fully 
national, 

private 

Fully 
national, 

public 
Fully 

foreign 

50% 
national & 

foreign 

More than 
50 % 

national 

More than 
50% 

foreign 
Not 

Reported 
Mechachane 67 0 0 0 0 0 3 
Hololo 93 0 3 0 0 0 12 
Motete 79 0 3 0 0 0 5 
Qalo 27 1 2 0 0 0 1 
Butha-Buthe 347 15 23 1 0 0 50 
Maliba-Matso 45 0 3 0 0 0 7 
Mphosong 88 0 3 0 0 0 14 
Thaba-
Phatsoa 

40 0 0 0 0 0 4 

Mahobong 54 0 3 0 0 0 5 
Pela-Tsoeu 49 0 1 0 0 0 8 
Matlakeng 43 2 0 0 0 0 4 
Mohobollo 76 0 2 0 0 0 1 
Hlotse 318 5 25 1 1 0 78 
Tsikoane 94 1 1 0 0 0 5 
Maputsoe 360 9 53 2 2 1 67 
Likhetlane 130 4 17 0 0 1 9 
Peka 90 0 1 1 0 0 9 
Kolonyama 56 0 1 0 0 0 8 
Mosalemane 16 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Nokong 161 2 10 0 0 0 15 
Bela-Bela 34 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Malimong 23 0 1 0 0 0 0 
Khafung 88 1 0 0 0 0 3 
TeyaTeyaneng 425 2 25 4 4 0 60 
Pulane 24 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Thupa-Kubu 78 2 1 0 0 0 3 
Seqonoka 120 1 2 0 0 0 7 
Berea 119 1 2 0 0 0 5 
Mabote 90 8 6 2 0 2 16 
Motimposo 90 0 3 0 0 0 6 
Stadium Area 306 2 91 8 1 3 61 
Maseru 
Central 

360 11 89 18 1 5 293 

Qoaling 34 2 15 0 1 0 9 
Lithoteng 78 0 3 0 0 0 4 
Lithabaneng 128 0 5 2 0 0 16 
Abia 19 0 4 0 0 0 4 
Thaba-Bosiu 90 0 1 0 0 0 2 
Machache 52 0 1 0 0 0 4 
Thaba-Putsoa 37 0 0 0 0 0 10 
Maama 68 0 7 1 0 0 8 
Koro-Koro 23 5 1 0 0 0 4 
Qeme 66 1 3 0 0 0 9 
Rothe 64 0 2 0 0 0 6 
Matsieng 63 0 2 1 0 0 9 
Makhaleng 55 1 4 0 0 0 6 
Maletsunyane 39 0 1 1 0 0 3 
Thaba-
Phechela 

36 0 5 0 0 0 3 

Kolo 51 1 2 0 0 0 10 
Thaba-Tsoeu 49 0 1 0 0 0 3 
Maliepetsane 44 0 0 0 0 0 8 
Matelile 51 0 0 0 0 0 6 
Thabana-
Morena 

40 0 3 0 0 0 0 

Likhoele 68 1 3 1 0 0 2 
Qalabane 43 0 3 0 0 0 2 
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  Type of Ownership 

Constituency 

Fully 
national, 

private 

Fully 
national, 

public 
Fully 

foreign 

50% 
national & 

foreign 

More than 
50 % 

national 

More than 
50% 

foreign 
Not 

Reported 
Mafeteng 275 3 47 2 0 1 90 
Taung 60 0 2 0 0 0 1 
Qhalasi 35 1 1 0 0 0 0 
Mohale’s 
Hoek 

141 10 27 1 0 0 54 

Mekaling 38 1 2 0 0 0 7 
        
        
Qaqatu 50 1 3 0 0 0 4 
Mpharane 31 0 2 0 0 0 1 
Ketane 21 0 1 0 0 0 3 
Hloahloeng 78 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Tele 81 0 4 3 0 0 14 

Moyeni 119 4 5 0 0 0 51 
Sebapala 61 0 1 0 0 0 6 
Mount 
Moorosi 

83 4 5 0 0 0 24 

Qhoali 68 3 3 2 0 0 14 
Qachasnek 204 0 4 0 0 0 23 
Lebakeng 59 0 0 0 0 0 9 
Tsoelike 118 0 2 0 0 0 6 
Mantsonyane 83 0 3 2 0 0 19 
Thaba-Moea 25 0 1 0 0 0 4 
Thaba-Tseka 140 11 9 0 0 1 24 
Semena 31 0 0 0 0 0 3 
Mashai 59 0 0 0 0 0 2 
Malingoaneng 69 2 6 0 0 0 18 
Senqu 42 0 0 0 0 0 5 
Mokhotlong 220 0 9 0 0 0 43 
Bobatsi 56 1 2 0 0 0 18 
Total 7,435 119 577 53 10 14 1,333 
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Table 15: Number of Establishments by Community Council and Type of Ownership - 2012 

  Ownership 

Community 
Council 

Fully national, 
private 

Fully 
national, 

public 
Fully 

foreign 

50% 
national & 

foreign 

More than 
50 % 

national 

More than 
50% 

foreign 
Not 

Reported 
Maseru Municipality 1200 24 217 30 3 10 411 
Qiloane 90 0 1 0 0 0 2 
Ratau 52 0 1 0 0 0 4 
Likalaneng 19 0 0 0 0 0 6 
Nyakosoba 13 0 0 0 0 0 3 
Rapoleboea 5 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Manonyane 68 0 7 1 0 0 8 
Mohlakeng 23 5 1 0 0 0 4 
Mazenod 66 1 3 0 0 0 9 
Lilala 64 0 2 0 0 0 6 
Makhoarane 63 0 2 1 0 0 9 
Makhalaneng 31 1 3 0 0 0 2 
Ribaneng 24 0 1 0 0 0 4 
Semonkong 28 0 1 1 0 0 3 
Makolopetsane 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Telle 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Makhunoane 26 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Liqobong 12 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ntelle 29 0 0 0 0 0 2 
Likila 93 0 3 0 0 0 12 
Kao 16 0 0 0 0 0 2 
Sekhobe 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Moteng 41 0 3 0 0 0 3 
Linakeng 14 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Tsa-le-Moleka 27 1 2 0 0 0 1 
Lipelaneng 360 17 23 1 0 0 50 
Limamarela 27 0 2 0 0 0 5 
Mphorosane 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Seshote 12 0 1 0 0 0 2 
Matlameng 21 0 0 0 0 0 3 
Pitseng 67 0 3 0 0 0 11 
Motati 24 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Fenyane 16 0 0 0 0 0 3 
Serupane 38 0 3 0 0 0 0 
Malaoaneng 16 0 0 0 0 0 5 
Menkhoaneng 56 0 2 0 0 0 8 
Maisa-Phoka 30 0 0 0 0 0 4 
Sephokong 69 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Linare 318 5 25 1 1 0 78 
Litjotjela 94 1 1 0 0 0 5 
Khomokhoana 360 9 52 2 2 1 67 
Hleoheng 130 4 18 0 0 1 9 
Manka 90 0 1 1 0 0 9 
Tsoili-tsoili 56 0 1 0 0 0 8 
Makeoana 16 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Mapoteng 161 2 10 0 0 0 15 
Koeneng 34 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Tebe-Tebe 23 0 1 0 0 0 0 
Phuthiatsana 88 1 0 0 0 0 3 
Maluba-lube 425 2 25 4 4 0 60 
Motanasela 24 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Senekane 78 2 1 0 0 0 3 
Kanana 120 1 2 0 0 0 7 
Thuathe 24 0 1 0 0 0 3 
Metsi-Matso 36 0 5 0 0 0 3 
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  Ownership 

Community 
Council 

Fully national, 
private 

Fully 
national, 

public 
Fully 

foreign 

50% 
national & 

foreign 

More than 
50 % 

national 

More than 
50% 

foreign 
Not 

Reported 
Mamantso 51 1 2 0 0 0 10 
Mathula 49 0 1 0 0 0 3 
Monyake 36 0 0 0 0 0 7 
Tajane 8 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Ramoetsane 24 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Malakeng 27 0 0 0 0 0 6 
Malumeng 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Koti-se-phola 35 0 3 0 0 0 0 
Makholane 68 1 3 1 0 0 2 
Qibing 43 0 3 0 0 0 2 
Makaota 275 3 47 2 0 1 90 
Siloe 60 0 2 0 0 0 1 
Mashaleng 35 1 1 0 0 0 0 
Motlejoeng 141 10 27 1 0 0 54 
Khoelenya 38 1 2 0 0 0 7 
Teke 12 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Mootsinyane 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Phamong 34 1 2 0 0 0 3 
Thaba-Mokhele 31 0 2 0 0 0 1 
Qobong 20 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Qhobeng 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Seroto 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 
Likhutloaneng 17 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Nkau 39 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Qabane 22 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Likhohlong 20 0 0 0 0 0 4 
Matsatseng 61 0 4 3 0 0 10 
Qomoqomong 22 0 0 0 0 0 2 
Liphakoe 97 4 5 0 0 0 49 
Ha Nkoebe 34 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Tsatsane 27 0 0 0 0 0 5 
Mkhono 22 3 0 0 0 0 5 
Mokotjomela 52 1 5 0 0 0 15 
Mphaki 55 3 3 1 0 0 17 
Seforong 22 0 0 1 0 0 1 
Patlong 43 0 1 0 0 0 3 
White-Hill 19 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Letloepe 142 0 3 0 0 0 20 
Maseepho 33 0 0 0 0 0 4 
Matebeng 9 0 0 0 0 0 5 
Mosenekeng 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Thaba-Khubelu 14 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Khomo-Phatsoa 30 0 1 0 0 0 6 
Ratsoleli 38 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ramatseliso 30 0 1 0 0 0 0 
Thaba-Litsoene 20 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Matsoku 3 0 0 0 0 0 2 
Khubelu 10 1 1 0 0 0 7 
Mapholaneng 48 1 5 0 0 0 9 
Pae-la-itlhatsoa 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Popa 3 0 0 0 0 0 2 
Molika-liko 11 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Khalahali 28 0 0 0 0 0 2 
Moremoholo 7 0 0 0 0 0 1 
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  Ownership 

Community 
Council 

Fully national, 
private 

Fully 
national, 

public 
Fully 

foreign 

50% 
national & 

foreign 

More than 
50 % 

national 

More than 
50% 

foreign 
Not 

Reported 
Sakeng 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Mateanong 7 0 0 0 0 0 3 
Liphamola 198 0 9 0 0 0 39 
Rafolatsane 21 0 1 0 0 0 5 
Marung 7 0 0 0 0 0 4 
Linakaneng 9 1 1 0 0 0 5 
Tekeseleng 19 0 0 0 0 0 4 
Malehloana 9 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Mphe-Lebeko 63 0 3 2 0 0 14 
Bokong 11 0 0 0 0 0 4 
Thaba-Kholo 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Lesobeng 19 0 1 0 0 0 4 
ThabanaMahlanya 122 11 9 0 0 1 23 
Mohlanapeng 18 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Khohlo-Ntso 21 0 0 0 0 0 2 
Bobete 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Senotong 7 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Makheka 22 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Monyetleng 23 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Sehonghong 14 0 0 0 0 0 2 
 
Total 7,435 119 577 53 10 14 1,333 



 
 

52 
 

 

Table 16:  Number of Establishments by Industry and District - 2012 
  Districts   

Industry  
Botha-
Bothe Leribe Berea Maseru Mafeteng 

Mohale’s 
Hoek Quthing 

Qacha’s 
Nek Mokhotlong 

Thaba-
Tseka Total 

Mining and quarrying 0 1 5 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 14 
Manufacturing 56 183 121 286 92 30 24 26 65 37 920 
Electricity, gas, steam and air conditioning 
supply 

0 2 1 2 3 1 0 0 0 0 9 

Water supply; sewerage, waste 
management and remediation activities 

0 0 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 

Construction 1 2 5 43 2 1 2 1 2 2 61 
Wholesale and retail trade; repair of motor 
vehicles and motorcycles 

493 1,183 859 1403 592 436 356 297 307 273 6,197 

Transportation and storage 0 0 4 17 2 0 0 0 1 0 24 
Accommodation and food service activities 68 203 111 273 97 81 132 77 55 68 1,165 
Information and communication 1 6 1 30 3 2 3 3 5 2 56 
Financial and insurance activities 12 15 9 20 8 5 9 4 3 6 91 
Real estate activities 0 3 1 23 2 2 0 0 0 0 31 
Professional, scientific and technical 
activities 

1 11 8 75 4 0 2 1 0 4 106 

Administrative and support service 
activities 

1 3 3 10 3 1 0 0 12 0 33 

Education 15 17 22 14 2 0 0 0 1 0 71 
Human health and social work activities 5 30 13 39 11 2 8 10 13 0 131 
Arts, entertainment and recreation 2 1 0 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 12 
Other service activities 4 12 6 53 2 0 1 1 3 3 85 
Activities of households as employers 73 131 55 155 31 16 19 5 24 22 531 
Total 732 1,803 1,226 2,461 854 577 555 425 491 417 9,541 
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Table 17: Establishments by Industry and Type - 2012  

 Type of establishment   

Industry  
Single 

enterprise 

Branch or 
division of a 

multi-
establishment  

Head 
office Other 

Not 
applicable Total 

Mining and quarrying 7 1 1 0 5 14 
Manufacturing 809 47 21 0 43 920 
Electricity, gas, steam and air conditioning 
supply 

3 4 1 0 1 9 

Water supply; sewerage, waste 
management and remediation activities 

3 1 0 0 0 4 

Construction 31 6 1 0 23 61 
Wholesale and retail trade; repair of motor 
vehicles and motorcycles 

5,189 550 246 0 212 6,198 

Transportation and storage 13 0 0 0 11 24 
Accommodation and food service activities 952 71 21 0 121 1,165 
Information and communication 31 10 2 0 13 56 
Financial and insurance activities 33 48 9 0 1 91 
Real estate activities 8 0 1 0 22 31 
Professional, scientific and technical 
activities 

77 9 2 0 18 106 

Administrative and support service 
activities 

13 12 5 0 3 33 

Education 61 5 4 0 1 71 
Human health and social work activities 100 22 6 0 3 131 
Arts, entertainment and recreation 5 1 0 0 6 12 
Other service activities 51 6 2 0 26 85 
Activities of households as employers 476 42 9 0 4 531 
Total 7,862 835 331 0 513 9,541 
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Table 18: Establishments by Industry and Legal Form - 2012 

 
Legal form 

Industry 
Sole 

proprietorship Partnership 

Limited 
liability 

company 
Co-

operative 

Non-
profit 

making 
body 

Not 
applicable Total 

Mining and quarrying 2 1 6 0 0 5 14 
Manufacturing 702 47 72 10 2 87 920 
Electricity, gas, steam and 
air conditioning supply 

3 0 1 0 0 5 9 

Water supply; sewerage, 
waste management and 
remediation activities 

1 0 2 0 0 1 4 

Construction 14 3 15 0 0 29 61 
Wholesale and retail trade; 
repair of motor vehicles and 
motorcycles 

4,973 167 274 25 3 755 6,197 

Transportation and storage 10 2 1 0 0 11 24 
Accommodation and food 
service activities 

913 26 31 6 0 189 1,165 

Information and 
communication 

23 3 6 0 1 23 56 

Financial and insurance 
activities 

28 6 9 0 0 48 91 

Real estate activities 2 6 1 0 0 22 31 
Professional, scientific and 
technical activities 

60 10 9 0 0 27 106 

Administrative and support 
service activities 

3 1 0 0 14 15 33 

Education 43 8 4 6 4 6 71 
Human health and social 
work activities 

88 6 7 0 5 25 131 

Arts, entertainment and 
recreation 

4 0 1 0 0 7 12 

Other service activities 24 7 21 1 0 32 85 
Activities of households as 
employers 

449 27 7 1 1 46 531 

Total 7,342 320 467 49 30 1,333 9,541 
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Table 19: Establishments by Industry and Ownership - 2013 
     Ownership 

Industry 

Fully 
national, 

private 

Fully 
national, 

public 
Fully 

foreign 

50% 
national 

& foreign 

More 
than 50 

% 
national 

More 
than 
50% 

foreign 
Not 

applicable Total 
Mining and quarrying 3 1 2 3 0 0 5 14 
Manufacturing 754 16 48 11 1 3 87 920 
Electricity, gas, steam and 
air conditioning supply 3 0 1 0 0 0 5 9 
Water supply; sewerage, 
waste management and 
remediation activities 1 0 0 1 1 0 1 4 
Construction 30 1 1 0 0 0 29 61 
Wholesale and retail trade; 
repair of motor vehicles and 
motorcycles 4,876 64 472 22 5 4 754 6,197 
Transportation and storage 13 0 0 0 0 0 11 24 
Accommodation and food 
service activities 933 17 21 4 0 0 190 1,165 
Information and 
communication 29 0 3 1 0 0 23 56 
Financial and insurance 
activities 38 0 0 2 0 3 48 91 
Real estate activities 8 1 0 0 0 0 22 31 
Professional, scientific and 
technical activities 74 2 2 0 0 1 27 106 
Administrative and support 
service activities 10 5 1 0 1 1 15 33 
Education 56 3 2 4 0 0 6 71 
Human health and social 
work activities 87 2 15 0 1 1 25 131 
Arts, entertainment and 
recreation 4 0 1 0 0 0 7 12 
Other service activities 48 0 2 2 0 1 32 85 
Activities of households as 
employers 468 7 6 3 1 0 46 531 
Total 7,435 119 577 53 10 14 1,333 9,541 
 

Table 20: Establishments' employment by Industry and Sex - 2012  
Industry Males Females Total 
Mining and quarrying 768 175 943 
Manufacturing 10,388 30,417 40,805 
Electricity, gas, steam and air conditioning supply 78 13 91 
Water supply; sewerage, waste management and remediation activities 45 7 52 
Construction 1,109 121 1,230 
Wholesale and retail trade; repair of motor vehicles and motorcycles 8,341 9,048 17,389 
Transportation and storage 118 28 146 
Accommodation and food service activities 1,567 2,233 3,800 
Information and communication 204 185 389 
Financial and insurance activities 264 391 655 
Real estate activities 18 12 30 
Professional, scientific and technical activities 180 158 338 
Administrative and support service activities 94 76 170 
Education 230 323 553 
Human health and social work activities 142 297 439 
Arts, entertainment and recreation 15 8 23 
Other service activities 2,333 800 3,133 
Activities of households as employers 241 715 956 
Total 26,135 45,007 71,142 
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Table21: Percentage Distribution of Establishments’ turnover by Industries - 2012 
Industry  Turnover 
Agriculture, forestry and fishing 24 
Mining and quarrying 2,261 
Manufacturing 8,001 
Electricity, gas, steam and air conditioning supply 58 
Water supply; sewerage, waste management and 
remediation activities 

0 

Construction 1,904 
Wholesale and retail trade; repair of motor vehicles 
and motorcycles 

12,460 

Transportation and storage 124 
Accommodation and food service activities 1,362 
Information and communication 981 
Financial and insurance activities 910 
Real estate activities 149 
Professional, scientific and technical activities 135 
Administrative and support service activities 13 
Education 19 
Human health and social work activities 526 
Arts, entertainment and recreation 21 
Other service activities 927 
Activities of households as employers 794 
Total (Million Maloti) 30,666 
 
 
Table 22: Establishments' Total Fixed Assets by industry - 2012
Industry  Fixed Assets 
Agriculture, forestry and fishing 64 
Mining and quarrying 186 
Manufacturing 1,098 
Electricity, gas, steam and air conditioning 
supply 

1 

Water supply; sewerage, waste management 
and remediation activities 

2 

Construction 77 
Wholesale and retail trade; repair of motor 
vehicles and motorcycles 

812 

Transportation and storage 2 
Accommodation and food service activities 647 
Information and communication 43 
Financial and insurance activities 302 
Real estate activities 6 
Professional, scientific and technical activities 98 
Administrative and support service activities 1 
Education 22 
Human health and social work activities 11 
Arts, entertainment and recreation 1 
Other service activities 224 
Activities of households as employers 146 
Total (Million Maloti) 3,744 
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Table 23: Percentage  Number of Establishments by Settlement and Operational Status - 2012 
Operational status 

Urban/rural In operation 

Under 
construction, 

development, or 
exploration 

Temporarily or 
seasonally 

inactive Ceased operation 
Sold or leased to 
another operator 

Urban 4,932 129 105 37 122 
Rural 3,903 142 64 47 60 
Total 8,835 271 169 84 182 
 

Table 24:  Number of Establishments by District and operational Status - 2012 
Operational status 

District In operation 

Under 
construction, 

development, or 
exploration 

Temporarily or 
seasonally 

inactive Ceased operation 
Sold or leased to 
another operator 

Botha-Bothe 524 151 56 1 0 
Leribe 1,768 4 17 0 14 
Berea 1,168 6 7 35 10 
Maseru 2,316 29 19 18 79 
Mafeteng 739 13 49 5 48 
Mohale’s Hoek 559 8 3 1 6 
Quthing 479 56 11 5 4 
Qacha’s Nek 399 0 4 13 9 
Mokhotlong 468 3 3 6 11 
Thaba-Tseka 415 1 0 0 1 
Total 8,835 271 169 84 182 
 

 

 

Table 26:  Number of Establishments by Settlement and Type of Establishment  - 2012 
Type of establishment 

Urban/rural Single enterprise 

Branch or division 
of a multi-

establishment  Head office Not reported 
Urban 4,147 521 211 446 
Rural 3,715 314 120 67 
Total 7,862 835 331 513 

 

 

 

 

Table 25:  Number of Establishments by District Type of Establishment  - 2012 
  
District 

Type of establishment 
Single enterprise Branch or division of a multiHead office Not reported 

Botha-Bothe 625 50 36 21 
Leribe 1,504 173 73 53 
Berea 1,096 71 36 23 
Maseru 1,911 166 71 313 
Mafeteng 702 94 28 30 
Mohale’s Hoek 488 51 17 21 
Quthing 432 96 15 12 
Qacha’s Nek 377 28 10 10 
Mokhotlong 382 62 25 22 
Thaba-Tseka 345 44 20 8 
Total 7,862 835 331 513 
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Table 27:  Number of Establishments by District, Settlement and Operational Status - 2012 

    Operational status 

District Urban/rural In operation 

Under 
construction, 
development, 
or exploration 

Temporarily 
or seasonally 

inactive 
Ceased 

operation 

Sold or leased 
to another 

operator 
Botha-Bothe Urban 307 74 47 0 0 

Rural 217 77 9 1 0 
Total 524 151 56 1 0 

Leribe Urban 1,018 3 11 0 9 
Rural 750 1 6 0 5 
Total 1,768 4 17 0 14 

Berea Urban 559 6 4 15 9 
Rural 609 0 3 20 1 
Total 1,168 6 7 35 10 

Maseru Urban 1,829 14 13 14 57 
Rural 487 15 6 4 22 
Total 2,316 29 19 18 79 

Mafeteng Urban 352 5 24 2 30 
Rural 387 8 25 3 18 
Total 739 13 49 5 48 

Mohale’s 
Hoek 

Urban 220 5 0 1 5 
Rural 339 3 3 0 1 
Total 559 8 3 1 1 

Quthing Urban 129 20 4 1 1 
Rural 350 36 7 4 3 
Total 479 56 11 5 4 

Qacha’s Nek Urban 126 0 0 2 5 
Rural 273 0 4 11 4 
Total 399 0 4 13 9 

Mokhotlong Urban 237 1 2 2 6 
Rural 231 2 1 4 5 
Total 468 3 3 6 11 

Thaba-Tseka Urban 155 1 0 0 0 
Rural 260 0 0 0 1 
Total 415 1 0 0 1 

 Grand Total  6,040 186 139 61 94 
 

Table 28:  Number of Establishments by  Constituency  and Operational Status - 2012 
Operational status 

Constituencies In operation 

Under 
construction, 

development, or 
exploration 

Temporarily or 
seasonally 

inactive 
Ceased 

operation 

Sold or leased 
to another 

operator 
Mechachane 44 24 2 0 0 
Hololo 81 22 4 1 0 
Motete 63 22 2 0 0 
Qalo 22 9 0 0 0 
Butha-Buthe 314 74 48 0 0 
Maliba-Matso 55 0 0 0 0 
Mphosong 101 0 3 0 1 
Thaba-Phatsoa 41 0 2 0 1 
Mahobong 61 0 0 0 1 
Pela-Tsoeu 58 0 0 0 0 
Matlakeng 49 0 0 0 0 
Mohobollo 79 0 0 0 0 
Hlotse 417 1 2 0 8 
Tsikoane 101 0 0 0 0 
Maputsoe 482 2 8 0 2 
Likhetlane 159 0 1 0 1 
Peka 101 0 0 0 0 
Kolonyama 63 1 1 0 0 
Mosalemane 16 0 0 0 0 
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Constituencies In operation 

Under 
construction, 

development, or 
exploration 

Temporarily or 
seasonally 

inactive 
Ceased 

operation 

Sold or leased 
to another 

operator 
Nokong 181 0 1 5 1 
Bela-Bela 35 0 1 0 0 
Malimong 24 0 0 0 0 
Khafung 85 0 0 7 0 
TeyaTeyaneng 492 5 4 16 3 
Pulane 25 0 0 0 0 
Thupa-Kubu 80 0 1 3 0 
Seqonoka 127 0 0 3 0 
Berea 119 1 0 1 6 
Mabote 123 0 0 0 1 
Motimposo 94 1 1 1 2 
Stadium Area 436 2 2 4 28 
Maseru Central 754 3 2 7 11 
Qoaling 61 0 0 0 0 
Lithoteng 80 4 1 0 0 
Lithabaneng 132 3 4 0 12 
Abia 25 1 0 1 0 
Thaba-Bosiu 90 1 0 0 2 
Machache 56 1 0 0 0 
Thaba-Putsoa 42 1 0 1 3 
Maama 69 4 0 1 10 
Koro-Koro 28 0 2 0 3 
Qeme 72 0 2 3 2 
Rothe 71 1 0 0 0 
Matsieng 70 0 4 0 1 
Makhaleng 59 6 1 0 0 
Maletsunyane 39 1 0 0 4 
Thaba-Phechela 38 2 2 0 2 
Kolo 54 1 3 3 3 
Thaba-Tsoeu 50 1 2 0 0 
Maliepetsane 46 0 5 0 1 
Matelile 50 0 2 0 5 
Thabana-Morena 39 2 1 0 1 
Likhoele 67 2 3 0 3 
Qalabane 38 0 7 0 3 
Mafeteng 357 5 24 2 30 
Taung 60 0 2 0 1 
Qhalasi 35 2 0 0 0 
Mohale’s Hoek 222 5 0 1 5 
Mekaling 47 0 1 0 0 
Qaqatu 58 0 0 0 0 
Mpharane 34 0 0 0 0 
Ketane 24 1 0 0 0 
Hloahloeng 79 0 0 0 0 
Tele 90 7 2 2 1 
Moyeni 150 21 5 2 1 
Sebapala 59 6 1 1 1 
Mount Moorosi 107 7 1 0 1 
Qhoali 73 15 2 0 0 
Qachasnek 212 0 3 8 8 
Lebakeng 68 0 0 0 0 
Tsoelike 119 0 1 5 1 
Mantsonyane 107 0 0 0 0 
Thaba-Moea 30 0 0 0 0 
Thaba-Tseka 184 1 0 0 0 
Semena 34 0 0 0 0 
Mashai 60 0 0 0 1 
Malingoaneng 93 1 0 1 0 
Senqu 45 1 0 0 1 
Mokhotlong 259 1 2 2 8 
Bobatsi 71 0 1 3 2 
Total 8,835 271 169 84 182 
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Table 29:  Number of Establishments by Community Council  and Operational Status - 2012 
Operational status 

Community 
Council In operation 

Under construction, 
development, or 

exploration 

Temporarily or 
seasonally 

inactive Ceased operation 

Sold or leased 
to another 

operator 
Maseru 
Municipality 

1,796 15 10 14 60 

Qiloane 90 1 0 0 2 
Ratau 56 1 0 0 0 
Likalaneng 22 0 0 0 3 
Nyakosoba 15 1 0 0 0 
Rapoleboea 5 0 0 1 0 
Manonyane 69 4 0 1 10 
Mohlakeng 28 0 2 0 3 
Mazenod 72 0 2 3 2 
Lilala 71 1 0 0 0 
Makhoarane 70 0 4 0 1 
Makhalaneng 32 4 1 0 0 
Ribaneng 27 2 0 0 0 
Semonkong 33 0 0 0 0 
Makolopetsane 3 0 0 0 2 
Telle 3 1 0 0 2 
Makhunoane 14 12 1 0 0 
Liqobong 12 0 0 0 0 
Ntelle 18 12 1 0 0 
Likila 81 22 4 1 0 
Kao 18 0 0 0 0 
Sekhobe 8 0 0 0 0 
Moteng 29 16 2 0 0 
Linakeng 8 6 0 0 0 
Tsa-le-Moleka 22 9 0 0 0 
Lipelaneng 329 74 48 0 0 
Limamarela 34 0 0 0 0 
Mphorosane 6 0 0 0 0 
Seshote 15 0 0 0 0 
Matlameng 23 0 1 0 0 
Pitseng 78 0 2 0 1 
Motati 23 0 2 0 0 
Fenyane 18 0 0 0 1 
Serupane 40 0 0 0 1 
Malaoaneng 21 0 0 0 0 
Menkhoaneng 66 0 0 0 0 
Maisa-Phoka 34 0 0 0 0 
Sephokong 71 0 0 0 0 
Linare 417 1 2 0 8 
Litjotjela 101 0 0 0 0 
Khomokhoana 481 2 8 0 2 
Hleoheng 160 0 1 0 1 
Manka 101 0 0 0 0 
Tsoili-tsoili 63 1 1 0 0 
Makeoana 16 0 0 0 0 
Mapoteng 181 0 1 5 1 
Koeneng 35 0 1 0 0 
Tebe-Tebe 24 0 0 0 0 
Phuthiatsana 85 0 0 7 0 
Maluba-lube 492 5 4 16 3 
Motanasela 25 0 0 0 0 
Senekane 80 0 1 3 0 
Kanana 127 0 0 3 0 
Thuathe 28 0 0 0 0 
Metsi-Matso 38 2 2 0 2 
Mamantso 54 1 3 3 3 
Mathula 50 1 2 0 0 
Monyake 37 0 5 0 1 
Tajane 9 0 0 0 0 
Ramoetsane 21 0 0 0 3 
Malakeng 29 0 2 0 2 
Malumeng 5 0 0 0 0 
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Koti-se-phola 34 2 1 0 1 
Makholane 67 2 3 0 3 
Qibing 38 0 7 0 3 
Makaota 357 5 24 2 30 
Siloe 60 0 2 0 1 
Mashaleng 35 2 0 0 0 
Motlejoeng 222 5 0 1 5 
Khoelenya 47 0 1 0 0 
Teke 14 0 0 0 0 
Mootsinyane 4 0 0 0 0 
Phamong 40 0 0 0 0 
Thaba-Mokhele 34 0 0 0 0 
Qobong 21 1 0 0 0 
Qhobeng 1 0 0 0 0 
Seroto 2 0 0 0 0 
Likhutloaneng 17 0 0 0 0 
Nkau 40 0 0 0 0 
Qabane 22 0 0 0 0 
Likhohlong 21 2 1 0 0 
Matsatseng 69 5 1 2 1 
Qomoqomong 23 0 0 1 0 
Liphakoe 127 21 5 1 1 
Ha Nkoebe 31 3 1 0 1 
Tsatsane 28 3 0 1 0 
Mkhono 28 2 0 0 0 
Mokotjomela 66 5 1 0 1 
Mphaki 65 12 2 0 0 
Seforong 21 3 0 0 0 
Patlong 45 0 1 1 0 
White-Hill 18 0 0 1 0 
Letloepe 149 0 2 6 8 
Maseepho 37 0 0 0 0 
Matebeng 14 0 0 0 0 
Mosenekeng 3 0 0 0 0 
Thaba-Khubelu 14 0 0 0 0 
Khomo-Phatsoa 37 0 0 0 0 
Ratsoleli 33 0 0 4 1 
Ramatseliso 30 0 1 0 0 
Thaba-Litsoene 19 0 0 1 0 
Matsoku 5 0 0 0 0 
Khubelu 18 0 0 1 0 
Mapholaneng 62 1 0 0 0 
Pae-la-itlhatsoa 8 0 0 0 0 
Popa 5 0 0 0 0 
Molika-liko 12 0 0 0 0 
Khalahali 28 1 0 0 1 
Moremoholo 7 0 0 0 1 
Sakeng 7 0 0 0 1 
Mateanong 10 0 0 0 0 
Liphamola 235 1 2 2 6 
Rafolatsane 24 0 0 2 1 
Marung 11 0 0 0 0 
Linakaneng 15 0 0 1 0 
Tekeseleng 21 0 1 0 1 
Malehloana 10 0 0 0 0 
Mphe-Lebeko 82 0 0 0 0 
Bokong 15 0 0 0 0 
Thaba-Kholo 6 0 0 0 0 
Lesobeng 24 0 0 0 0 
ThabanaMahlanya 165 1 0 0 0 
Mohlanapeng 19 0 0 0 0 
Khohlo-Ntso 23 0 0 0 0 
Bobete 3 0 0 0 0 
Senotong 8 0 0 0 0 
Makheka 21 0 0 0 1 
Monyetleng 23 0 0 0 0 
Sehonghong 16 0 0 0 0 
Total 8,835 271 169 84 182 
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Table 30:  Number of Establishments by Costituency and  Type of Establishment  - 2012 
Type of establishment 

Constituency Single enterprise 

Branch or 
division of a 

multi-
establishment  Head office Not applicable 

Mechachane 64 3 3 0 
Hololo 88 12 8 0 
Motete 81 4 1 1 
Qalo 28 1 2 0 
Butha-Buthe 364 30 22 20 
Maliba-Matso 45 2 3 5 
Mphosong 86 13 5 1 
Thaba-Phatsoa 39 4 1 0 
Mahobong 56 5 1 0 
Pela-Tsoeu 48 6 2 2 
Matlakeng 45 4 0 0 
Mohobollo 77 1 1 0 
Hlotse 328 62 20 18 
Tsikoane 93 5 3 0 
Maputsoe 391 49 33 21 
Likhetlane 151 7 1 2 
Peka 89 9 2 1 
Kolonyama 56 6 1 2 
Mosalemane 16 0 0 0 
Nokong 164 14 9 1 
Bela-Bela 35 1 0 0 
Malimong 24 0 0 0 
Khafung 84 3 5 0 
TeyaTeyaneng 439 43 21 17 
Pulane 23 1 1 0 
Thupa-Kubu 81 3 0 0 
Seqonoka 123 4 0 3 
Berea 122 2 0 3 
Mabote 101 5 7 11 
Motimposo 92 0 1 6 
Stadium Area 393 34 17 28 
Maseru Central 452 83 25 217 
Qoaling 51 1 0 9 
Lithoteng 79 4 2 0 
Lithabaneng 132 3 3 13 
Abia 23 0 0 4 
Thaba-Bosiu 89 0 2 2 
Machache 52 4 1 0 
Thaba-Putsoa 34 7 3 3 
Maama 71 3 5 5 
Koro-Koro 29 2 0 2 
Qeme 68 5 2 4 
Rothe 65 6 1 0 
Matsieng 64 2 2 7 
Makhaleng 60 6 0 0 
Maletsunyane 41 1 0 2 
Thaba-Phechela 41 3 0 0 
Kolo 52 10 2 0 
Thaba-Tsoeu 50 3 0 0 
Maliepetsane 41 8 3 0 
Matelile 50 5 1 1 
Thabana-Morena 43 0 0 0 
Likhoele 71 2 2 0 
Qalabane 46 2 0 0 
Mafeteng 308 61 20 29 
Taung 62 1 0 0 
Qhalasi 37 0 0 0 
Mohale’s Hoek 169 36 9 19 
Mekaling 40 7 1 0 
Qaqatu 49 3 5 1 
Mpharane 32 1 1 0 
Ketane 22 2 0 1 



 
 

63 
 

Type of establishment 

Constituency Single enterprise 

Branch or 
division of a 

multi-
establishment  Head office Not applicable 

Hloahloeng 77 1 1 0 
Tele 87 13 2 0 
Moyeni 123 44 5 7 
Sebapala 62 5 0 1 
Mount Moorosi 89 22 3 2 
Qhoali 71 12 5 2 
Qachasnek 203 18 5 5 
Lebakeng 56 9 3 0 
Tsoelike 118 1 2 5 
Mantsonyane 82 17 6 2 
Thaba-Moea 25 4 1 0 
Thaba-Tseka 150 18 11 6 
Semena 29 3 2 0 
Mashai 59 2 0 0 
Malingoaneng 66 17 11 1 
Senqu 40 5 2 0 
Mokhotlong 221 24 8 19 
Bobatsi 55 16 4 2 
Total 7,862 835 331 513 

 

Table 31:  Number of Establishments by Community Council and Type of Establishment - 2012 
Type of establishment 

Community 
Council 

Single 
enterprise 

Branch or division of 
a multi-

establishment  Head office Not applicable 
Maseru 
Municipality 

1,420 131 55 289 

Qiloane 89 0 2 2 
Ratau 52 4 1 0 
Likalaneng 19 4 0 2 
Nyakosoba 12 2 1 1 
Rapoleboea 3 1 2 0 
Manonyane 71 3 5 5 
Mohlakeng 29 2 0 2 
Mazenod 68 5 2 4 
Lilala 65 6 1 0 
Makhoarane 64 2 2 7 
Makhalaneng 35 2 0 0 
Ribaneng 25 4 0 0 
Semonkong 30 1 0 2 
Makolopetsane 5 0 0 0 
Telle 6 0 0 0 
Makhunoane 26 1 0 0 
Liqobong 12 0 0 0 
Ntelle 26 2 3 0 
Likila 88 12 8 0 
Kao 16 1 0 1 
Sekhobe 8 0 0 0 
Moteng 43 3 1 0 
Linakeng 14 0 0 0 
Tsa-le-Moleka 28 1 2 0 
Lipelaneng 379 30 22 20 
Limamarela 27 0 2 5 
Mphorosane 6 0 0 0 
Seshote 12 2 1 0 
Matlameng 21 3 0 0 
Pitseng 65 10 5 1 
Motati 24 1 0 0 
Fenyane 15 3 1 0 
Serupane 41 0 0 0 
Malaoaneng 15 5 1 0 
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Community 
Council 

Single 
enterprise 

Branch or division of 
a multi-

establishment  Head office Not applicable 
Menkhoaneng 56 6 2 2 
Maisa-Phoka 30 4 0 0 
Sephokong 69 1 1 0 
Linare 328 62 20 18 
Litjotjela 93 5 3 0 
Khomokhoana 391 48 33 21 
Hleoheng 151 8 1 2 
Manka 89 9 2 1 
Tsoili-tsoili 56 6 1 2 
Makeoana 16 0 0 0 
Mapoteng 164 14 9 1 
Koeneng 35 1 0 0 
Tebe-Tebe 24 0 0 0 
Phuthiatsana 84 3 5 0 
Maluba-lube 439 43 21 17 
Motanasela 23 1 1 0 
Senekane 81 3 0 0 
Kanana 123 4 0 3 
Thuathe 25 1 0 2 
Metsi-Matso 41 3 0 0 
Mamantso 52 10 2 0 
Mathula 50 3 0 0 
Monyake 35 7 1 0 
Tajane 6 1 2 0 
Ramoetsane 24 0 0 0 
Malakeng 26 5 1 1 
Malumeng 5 0 0 0 
Koti-se-phola 38 0 0 0 
Makholane 71 2 2 0 
Qibing 46 2 0 0 
Makaota 308 61 20 29 
Siloe 62 1 0 0 
Mashaleng 37 0 0 0 
Motlejoeng 169 36 9 19 
Khoelenya 40 7 1 0 
Teke 11 1 2 0 
Mootsinyane 4 0 0 0 
Phamong 34 2 3 1 
Thaba-Mokhele 32 1 1 0 
Qobong 21 0 0 1 
Qhobeng 1 0 0 0 
Seroto 0 2 0 0 
Likhutloaneng 17 0 0 0 
Nkau 38 1 1 0 
Qabane 22 0 0 0 
Likhohlong 20 4 0 0 
Matsatseng 67 9 2 0 
Qomoqomong 22 2 0 0 
Liphakoe 101 42 5 7 
Ha Nkoebe 35 1 0 0 
Tsatsane 27 4 0 1 
Mkhono 25 3 0 2 
Mokotjomela 55 15 3 0 
Mphaki 58 15 4 2 
Seforong 22 1 1 0 
Patlong 43 3 1 0 
White-Hill 19 0 0 0 
Letloepe 141 15 4 5 
Maseepho 31 4 2 0 
Matebeng 8 5 1 0 
Mosenekeng 3 0 0 0 
Thaba-Khubelu 14 0 0 0 
Khomo-Phatsoa 30 1 1 5 
Ratsoleli 37 0 1 0 
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Community 
Council 

Single 
enterprise 

Branch or division of 
a multi-

establishment  Head office Not applicable 
Ramatseliso 31 0 0 0 
Thaba-Litsoene 20 0 0 0 
Matsoku 3 2 0 0 
Khubelu 10 7 2 0 
Mapholaneng 45 8 9 1 
Pae-la-itlhatsoa 8 0 0 0 
Popa 3 2 0 0 
Molika-liko 9 1 2 0 
Khalahali 28 2 0 0 
Moremoholo 7 1 0 0 
Sakeng 8 0 0 0 
Mateanong 7 3 0 0 
Liphamola 199 20 8 19 
Rafolatsane 20 4 2 1 
Marung 7 4 0 0 
Linakaneng 10 5 1 0 
Tekeseleng 18 3 1 1 
Malehloana 8 1 1 0 
Mphe-Lebeko 65 13 3 1 
Bokong 9 3 2 1 
Thaba-Kholo 6 0 0 0 
Lesobeng 19 4 1 0 
ThabanaMahlanya 133 17 10 6 
Mohlanapeng 17 1 1 0 
Khohlo-Ntso 19 2 2 0 
Bobete 3 0 0 0 
Senotong 7 1 0 0 
Makheka 22 0 0 0 
Monyetleng 23 0 0 0 
Sehonghong 14 2 0 0 
Total 7,862 835 331 513 

 

Table 32:  Number of Establishments by Fixed Assets (range) and District - 2012 

Fixed Assets 

District 
  

Total 
Botha-
Bothe Leribe Berea Maseru Mafeteng 

Mohale’
s Hoek Quthing 

Qacha’
s Nek Mokhotlong 

Thaba-
Tseka 

Not Reported 365 584 515 673 157 285 86 215 152 22 3,054 
< 499 345 1,153 689 1,606 657 278 438 206 309 373 6,054 
500 - 999 13 24 7 67 23 7 12 3 19 9 184 
1000 - 1499 5 14 1 22 6 1 2 0 2 3 56 
1500 - 1999 1 3 2 8 1 1 2 0 1 5 24 
2000 - 2499 2 8 0 8 3 1 1 1 2 1 27 
2500 - 2999 0 2 1 8 1 0 2 0 2 0 16 
3000 - 3499 0 1 1 8 0 1 4 0 0 0 15 
3500 - 3999 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 
4000 - 4499 0 0 1 5 1 0 1 0 1 0 9 
4500 - 4999 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 4 
5000+ 1 13 8 52 5 3 7 0 3 3 95 
Total 732 1,803 1,226 2,461 854 577 555 425 491 417 9,541 
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Table 33:   Number of Establishments by Fixed Assests and District - 2012 
  Fixed Assets ('000) 

  
Total 

Community 
Council 

Not 
Reported < 499 

500 
- 

999 

1000 
- 

1499 

1500 
- 

1999 

2000 
- 

2499 

2500 
- 

2999 

3000 
- 

3499 

3500 
- 

3999 

4000 
- 

4499 

4500 
- 

4999 5000+ 
Maseru 
Municipality 560 1,162 62 22 7 8 7 8 3 5 1 50 1,895 
Qiloane 11 80 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 93 
Ratau 16 40 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 57 
Likalaneng 7 17 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 25 
Nyakosoba 1 14 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 16 
Rapoleboea 1 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 
Manonyane 21 63 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 84 
Mohlakeng 8 24 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 33 
Mazenod 17 61 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 79 
Lilala 9 63 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 72 
Makhoarane 18 54 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 75 
Makhalaneng 5 31 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 37 
Ribaneng 4 25 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 29 
Semonkong 6 27 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 33 
Makolopetsane 4 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 
Telle 2 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 
Makhunoane 16 11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 27 
Liqobong 5 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 12 
Ntelle 17 14 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 31 
Likila 52 53 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 108 
Kao 6 12 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 18 
Sekhobe 2 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 
Moteng 22 25 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 47 
Linakeng 7 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 14 
Tsa-le-Moleka 11 19 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 31 
Lipelaneng 231 202 11 5 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 451 
Limamarela 17 15 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 34 
Mphorosane 2 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 
Seshote 2 12 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 15 
Matlameng 2 22 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 24 
Pitseng 24 55 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 81 
Motati 5 20 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 25 
Fenyane 6 13 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 19 
Serupane 12 28 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 41 
Malaoaneng 4 17 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 21 
Menkhoaneng 16 46 3 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 66 
Maisa-Phoka 13 19 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 34 
Sephokong 34 37 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 71 
Linare 102 312 2 5 1 3 0 0 0 0 0 3 428 
Litjotjela 45 56 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 101 
Khomokhoana 187 280 8 6 1 2 1 1 0 0 1 6 493 
Hleoheng 55 96 5 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 3 162 
Manka 32 68 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 101 
Tsoili-tsoili 21 42 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 65 
Makeoana 5 11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 16 
Mapoteng 91 95 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 188 
Koeneng 13 23 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 36 
Tebe-Tebe 14 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 24 
Phuthiatsana 40 52 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 92 
Maluba-lube 188 319 5 1 1 0 1 1 0 1 1 2 520 
Motanasela 12 13 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 25 
Senekane 55 28 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 84 
Kanana 73 53 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 130 
Thuathe 8 20 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 28 
Metsi-Matso 4 40 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 44 
Mamantso 10 52 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 64 
Mathula 8 45 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 53 
Monyake 8 34 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 43 
Tajane 3 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 
Ramoetsane 4 18 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 24 
Malakeng 5 27 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 33 
Malumeng 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 
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Community 
Council 

Not 
Reported < 499 

500 
- 

999 

1000 
- 

1499 

1500 
- 

1999 

2000 
- 

2499 

2500 
- 

2999 

3000 
- 

3499 

3500 
- 

3999 

4000 
- 

4499 

4500 
- 

4999 5000+ Total 

Koti-se-phola 7 31 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 38 
Makholane 10 65 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 75 
Qibing 5 43 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 48 
Makaota 93 291 19 6 0 3 0 0 0 1 0 5 418 
Siloe 12 51 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 63 
Mashaleng 28 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 37 
Motlejoeng 92 131 4 1 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 2 233 
KHOELENYA 35 10 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 48 
Teke 7 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 14 
Mootsinyane 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 
Phamong 27 12 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 40 
Thaba-Mokhele 18 16 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 34 
Qobong 14 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 22 
Qhobeng 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Seroto 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 
Likhutloaneng 8 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 17 
Nkau 22 18 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 40 
Qabane 18 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 22 
Likhohlong 3 19 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 24 
Matsatseng 9 63 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 3 78 
Qomoqomong 0 24 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 24 
Liphakoe 33 112 4 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 3 155 
Ha Nkoebe 2 32 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 36 
Tsatsane 4 27 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 32 
Mkhono 4 26 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 30 
Mokotjomela 16 50 2 2 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 73 
Mphaki 13 63 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 79 
Seforong 2 22 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 24 
Patlong 23 23 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 47 
White-Hill 9 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 19 
Letloepe 75 87 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 165 
Maseepho 29 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 37 
Matebeng 4 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 14 
Mosenekeng 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 
Thaba-Khubelu 13 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 14 
Khomo-Phatsoa 22 15 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 37 
Ratsoleli 12 26 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 38 
Ramatseliso 10 21 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 31 
Thaba-Litsoene 15 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 20 
Matsoku 1 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 
Khubelu 5 13 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 19 
Mapholaneng 22 34 5 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 63 
Pae-la-itlhatsoa 3 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 
Popa 2 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 
Molika-liko 1 11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 12 
Khalahali 10 20 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 30 
Moremoholo 4 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 
Sakeng 3 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 
Mateanong 1 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 
Liphamola 76 149 12 2 1 1 2 0 0 1 0 2 246 
Rafolatsane 10 17 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 27 
Marung 2 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 11 
Linakaneng 3 12 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 16 
Tekeseleng 9 14 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 23 
Malehloana 0 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 
Mphe-Lebeko 4 77 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 82 
Bokong 2 13 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 15 
Thaba-Kholo 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 
Lesobeng 0 24 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 24 
ThabanaMahlanya 10 135 8 3 5 1 0 0 0 0 1 3 166 
Mohlanapeng 0 19 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 19 
Khohlo-Ntso 0 23 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 23 
Bobete 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 
Senotong 4 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 
Community Not < 499 500 1000 1500 2000 2500 3000 3500 4000 4500 5000+ Total 
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Council Reported - 
999 

- 
1499 

- 
1999 

- 
2499 

- 
2999 

- 
3499 

- 
3999 

- 
4499 

- 
4999 

Makheka 2 20 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 22 
Monyetleng 0 23 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 23 
Sehonghong 0 16 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 16 
Total 3,054 6,054 184 56 24 27 16 15 3 9 4 95 9,541 

 

Table 34:   Number of Establishments by Urban/ Rural and Fixed Assets – 2012 
  Fixed Assets ('000)   

Urban/ 
Rural Not 

Reported < 499 

500 
- 

999 

1000 
- 

1499 

1500 
- 

1999 

2000 
- 

2499 

2500 
- 

2999 

3000 
- 

3499 

3500 
- 

3999 

4000 
- 

4499 

4500 
- 

4999 5000+ Total 
Urban 1,664 3,307 143 51 19 22 12 12 3 9 4 79 5,325 
Rural 1,390 2,747 41 5 5 5 4 3 0 0 0 16 4,216 
Total 3,054 6,054 184 56 24 27 16 15 3 9 4 95 9,541 

 
Table 35:  Number of Establishments by Type of establishment and Fixed Assets - 2012 

  Fixed Assets ('000)   

Type of 
establishment 

Not 
Reported < 499 

500 
- 

999 

1000 
- 

1499 

1500 
- 

1999 

2000 
- 

2499 

2500 
- 

2999 

3000 
- 

3499 

3500 
- 

3999 

4000 
- 

4499 

4500 
- 

4999 5000+ Total 
Single enterprise 2,199 5,366 134 42 18 17 12 8 3 5 1 57 7,862 
Branch or 
division of a 
multi-
establishment 
enterprise 280 470 32 8 5 9 1 4 0 3 1 22 835 
Head office 67 217 18 5 1 1 2 3 0 0 2 15 331 
Not applicable 508 1 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 513 
Total 3,054 6,054 184 56 24 27 16 15 3 9 4 95 9,541 
 

Table 36:  Number of Establishments by Legal Form and Fixed Assets - 2012 
  Fixed Assets ('000)   

Legal Form 
Not 

Reported < 499 

500 
- 

999 

1000 
- 

1499 

1500 
- 

1999 

2000 
- 

2499 

2500 
- 

2999 

3000 
- 

3499 

3500 
- 

3999 

4000 
- 

4499 

4500 
- 

4999 5000+ Total 
Sole 
proprietorship 2,071 5,091 97 19 13 11 7 5 1 0 0 27 7,342 
Partnership 90 201 15 6 1 2 1 0 1 0 0 3 320 
Limited 
liability 
company 84 248 37 22 6 5 6 6 1 5 4 43 467 
Co-operative 11 35 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 49 
Non-profit 
making body 13 11 2 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 30 
Not applicable 785 468 31 8 4 8 2 4 0 4 0 19 1,333 
Total 3,054 6,054 184 56 24 27 16 15 3 9 4 95 9,541 
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Table 37:  Number of Establishments by Ownership and Fixed Assets - 2012 
  Fixed Assets ('000)   

Ownership 
Not 
Reported < 499 

500 
- 
999 

1000 
- 
1499 

1500 
- 
1999 

2000 
- 
2499 

2500 
- 
2999 

3000 
- 
3499 

3500 
- 
3999 

4000 
- 
4499 

4500 
- 
4999 5000+ Total 

Fully national, 
private 2,093 5,107 106 25 17 16 11 6 3 3 3 45 7,435 
Fully national, 
public 29 75 7 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 119 
Fully foreign 136 365 31 17 3 2 2 4 0 1 1 15 577 
50% national & 
foreign 3 34 5 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 10 53 
More than 50 % 
national 5 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 2 10 
More than 50% 
foreign 3 5 3 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 14 
Not applicable 785 468 31 8 4 8 2 4 0 4 0 19 1,333 
Total 3,054 6,054 184 56 24 27 16 15 3 9 4 95 9,541 
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Annex Two 

               
A Area Information 

             
Area 

 
Name 

 
Code*   

               
A1 District    

 
      

A2 Constituency    

 
      

A3 Community Council    

 
      

A4 Village    

 
      

               
A5 Settlement  Urban 1 Rural 2 

 
    

* To be completed by the Bureau of Statistics staff 

          
B Establishment information 

              
 

                        
B1 Name of the 

establishment 

 

Official name (a)   
  

 

Trading name (b)   
  

    
 

                      

                   
 

                        
B2 Establishment 

physical  address 

 
    

 
    

    
 

                        

                   
 

                        
B3 Contact details 

 

Postal address 
  

Postal  code: 
  

 

Telephone/s land line: 
  

mobile: 
    

 

Fax 
    

 

E-mail 
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B4 Operational status 

 

(1) Please indicate the year of commencing the business 
  

  

    
 

                        
    

            
 

    
 

                        

  
  

 

(2) Which of the following best describes the establishment's operational status? 
  

    
 

 Mark only ONE box   

    

 

a In operation 
                  

    

 

b Under construction, development, or exploration 
          

    

 

c Temporarily or seasonally inactive 
            

    

 

d Ceased operation, dd/mm/yyyy 
        

    

 

e Sold or leased to another operator, dd/mm/yyyy 
    

    

 

f Unit not found     
                

    
 

                        
    

             
    

 

g if (e) specify below the new operator:           
    

    
 

                        

    

 

Official name (a)   
  

    

 

Trade name (b)   
  

    
 

                        

    

 Physical address 
  

  

    

 

  
  

    
 

                        

    

 

Postal address 
  

Postal  code: 
  

    

 

Telephone/s land line: 
  

mobile: 
    

    

 

Fax 
    

    

 

E-mail 
    

    
 

                        
 

 



 
 

72 
 

               
B Establishment information, cont. 

          
B5 

Type of the establishment 
  
                      

  
(1) Single 
Enterprise please tick the appropriate answer: YES 

  
  NO 

    

    

 

if  the answer is YES, please tick the appropriate cells below on legal form and type of ownership,  
if NO go to (2)   

    

 
  (A) Legal form: (B) Type of ownership:   

    

 

(a) Sole proprietorship   
(a) Fully national, Private     

    

 

(b) Partnership   
(b) Fully national, Public     

    

 

(c) Limited liability company   
(b) Fully foreign     

    

 

(d) Co-operative   
(c) Joint national & foreign     

    

 

(e) Non-profit making body   
(c1) more than 50 % national     

    

 

(f) Other form of legal ship   
                      (c11) private     

    
 

                     
    

                 
 

                        

  (2) Division of an 
Enterprise   

please tick the appropriate 
answer: YES 

  
  NO 

    
    

 
if  the answer is YES, please provide below the address of the parent enterprise ,  if NO go to (3)   

    
 

                        

    

 
  

Official name   
  

    

 
  

Trade name   
  

    
 

                        

    

 
  Physical address 

  
  

    

 
  

  
  

    
 

                        

    

 
  

Postal address 
  

Postal  code: 
  

    

 
  

Telephone/s land line: 
  

mobile: 
    

    

 
  

Fax 
    

    

 
  

E-mail 
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  (3) Enterprise 
head office please tick the appropriate answer: YES 

  
  NO 

    

    

 

if  the answer is YES, please tick the appropriate cells below on legal form and type of ownership,  if NO go to 
(4)   

    

 
  (A) Legal form: (B) Type of ownership:   

    

 
  

(a) Sole proprietorship 
  (a) Fully national Private     

    

 
  

(b) Partnership 
  (b) Fully national Public     

    

 
  

(c) Limited liability company 
  (b) Fully foreign     

    

 
  

(d) Co-operative 
  (c) Joint national & foreign     

    

 
  

(e) Non-profit making body 
  (c1) more than 50 % national     

    

 
  (f) Other form of legal ship   (c11) private     

    

 
  

if  the answer is YES, please tick the appropriate cells below on legal form and type of ownership,  if NO 
go to (4)   

    
 

                        

    

 1 
Trade name   

  

    

 

Physical address   
  

    

 2 
Trade name   

  

    

 

Physical address   
  

    

 3 
Trade name   

  

    

 

Physical address   
  

    

 4 
Trade name   

  

    

 

Physical address   
  

    

 5 
Trade name   

  

    

 

Physical address   
  

    
 

                        
    

               (4) Other 
 

  please specify below:   
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B Establishment information, cont. 
         

B5 

Type of establishment 
  
                    

  Please identify below whether the establishment is:   
    tick only ONE of the boxes below                   

  
1 Single enterprise, if true please fill in the blocks (A) for legal form and (B)for type of ownership 

      
                            

  
2Establishment as a division  of a multi-establishment enterprise, if true please fill in the block (C ) for identification of  
the parententerprise       

                            

  
3Head office of a multi-establishment enterprise, if true please fill in the blocks (A) for legal form, (B) for type of  
ownership, and (D) for listing the subordinated establishments (divisions)       

                            

  
4 Other, please specify: 

      
                              

               Legal form (A) 
and Ownership 
(B) 

  (A) Legal form: (B) Type of ownership:   

(a) Sole proprietorship   
(a) Fully national, Private     

    
  

(b) Partnership   
(b) Fully national, Public     

    
  

(c) Limited liability company   
(b) Fully foreign     

    
  

(d) Co-operative   
(c) Joint national & foreign     

    
  

(e) Non-profit making body   
(c1) more than 50 % national     

    
  

(f) Other form of legalship   
(c11) private     

                          
                                           

Identification (C ) Official name   
  

    
  

Trading name   
  

                            

    
  Physical address 
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Postal address 
  

Postal  code: 
  

    
  

Telephone/s land line: 
  

mobile: 
    

    
  

Fax 
    

    
  

E-mail 
    

                            
                                          

Listing block (D) 

1 

Trading name   
  

    
  

Physical address   
  

    
  2 

Trading name   
  

    
  

Physical address   
  

    
  3 

Trading name   
  

    
  

Physical address   
  

    
  4 

Trading name   
  

    
  

Physical address   
  

    
  5 

Trade name   
  

    
  

Physical address   
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C Economic characteristics 
        

C1 Kind of activity 

 

Please describe below the principal and the secondary activities of the establishment 
  

    

 

1 Principal activity, Description License 
Number   ISIC Rev 3* ISIC Rev 4* 

  

    

 

              

    
 

2 
Secondary activities, Description License 

Number   ISIC Rev 3* ISIC Rev 4* 
  

  
  

 

a           
  

    
 

b           
  

    
 

c             

    
 

d           
  

    
 

* To be completed by the Bureau of Statistics staff 

            
C2 Financial year 

 

1 Please indicate the period of your financial year   month 
  

    
 

a From the beginning of:         

    
 

b Till the end of:         
    

 
                

           C3 Economic 
variables 

 

1 Number of employees at the end of 2012             
    

 
  Males               

    
 

  Females               
    

 
                    

    
 

2 Total sales, annual turnover for the last reported financial year, 
Maloti       

    
 

                    

    
 

3 Fixed assets at the and of the last accounted year, 
Maloti           

    
 

                    

             D Administration 
               
 

                    
D1 Document 

 
1 Number of the document             

    
 

2 Start date of the interview             
    

 
3 Date of completion               

    
 

4 Date of checking by supervisor             

    

 
5 Remarks               

  
  

 
      

    
 

                    

            
  

    
 

                    

D2 Enumerator: 
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name, surname   signature   

            
  

    
 

                    

D3 Supervisor 

 
          

    
 

name, surname   signature   

                 
 

                    

D4 Coordinator 

 
                    

    
 

      name, surname       signature     
 

 

 

 

Reference 
2010/2011 Census of Business Establishments, 2011, Bureau of Statistics, kampala, 
Uganda 

2008 System of National Account, 2008,   

Business register recommendations manual, 2003, Luxembourg; Office for Official  

http://www.businessdictionary.com 

http://standardsphorio.com, 1st March, 2015 

Publication of the European communities 

Report of the Census of Business Establishments, 2005, Sierra Leone 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

               
A Area Information 

             
Area 

 
Name 

 
Code*   

               
A1 District    

 
      

A2 Constituency    

 
      

A3 Community Council    

 
      

A4 Village    

 
      

               
A5 Settlement  Urban 1 Rural 2 

 
    

* To be completed by the Bureau of Statistics staff 

          
B Establishment information 

              
 

                        
B1 Name of the 

establishment 

 

Official name (a)   
  

 

Trading name (b)   
  

    
 

                      

                   
 

                        
B2 Establishment 

physical  address 

 
    

 
    

    
 

                        

                   
 

                        
B3 Contact details 

 

Postal address 
  

Postal  code: 
  

 

Telephone/s land line: 
  

mobile: 
    

 

Fax 
    

 

E-mail 
    



    
 

                        

                   
 

                        
B4 Operational status 

 

(1) Please indicate the year of commencing the business 
  

  

    
 

                        
    

            
 

    
 

                        

  
  

 

(2) Which of the following best describes the establishment's operational status? 
  

    
 

 Mark only ONE box   

    

 

a In operation 
                  

    

 

b Under construction, development, or exploration 
          

    

 

c Temporarily or seasonally inactive 
            

    

 

d Ceased operation, dd/mm/yyyy 
        

    

 

e Sold or leased to another operator, dd/mm/yyyy 
    

    

 

f Unit not found     
                

    
 

                        
    

             
    

 

g if (e) specify below the new operator:           
    

    
 

                        

    

 

Official name (a)   
  

    

 

Trade name (b)   
  

    
 

                        

    

 Physical address 
  

  

    

 

  
  

    
 

                        

    

 

Postal address 
  

Postal  code: 
  

    

 

Telephone/s land line: 
  

mobile: 
    

    

 

Fax 
    

    

 

E-mail 
    

    
 

                        
 



 

 

 

               
B Establishment information, cont. 

          B5 Type of the establishment 
                        

  
(1) Single Enterprise please tick the appropriate answer: YES 

  
  NO 

    

    

 

if  the answer is YES, please tick the appropriate cells below on legal form and type of ownership,  
if NO go to (2)   

    

 
  (A) Legal form: (B) Type of ownership:   

    

 

(a) Sole proprietorship   
(a) Fully national, Private     

    

 

(b) Partnership   
(b) Fully national, Public     

    

 

(c) Limited liability company   
(b) Fully foreign     

    

 

(d) Co-operative   
(c) Joint national & foreign     

    

 

(e) Non-profit making body   
(c1) more than 50 % national     

    

 

(f) Other form of legal ship   
                      (c11) private     

    
 

                     
    

                 
 

                        

  (2) Division of an 
Enterprise   

please tick the appropriate 
answer: YES 

  
  NO 

    
    

 
if  the answer is YES, please provide below the address of the parent enterprise ,  if NO go to (3)   

    
 

                        

    

 
  

Official name   
  

    

 
  

Trade name   
  

    
 

                        

    

 
  Physical address 

  
  

    

 
  

  
  

    
 

                        

    

 
  

Postal address 
  

Postal  code: 
  

    

 
  

Telephone/s land line: 
  

mobile: 
    

    

 
  

Fax 
    



    

 
  

E-mail 
    

    
 

                        
    

                 
 

                        

  (3) Enterprise head 
office please tick the appropriate answer: YES 

  
  NO 

    

    

 

if  the answer is YES, please tick the appropriate cells below on legal form and type of ownership,  if NO go to 
(4)   

    

 
  (A) Legal form: (B) Type of ownership:   

    

 
  

(a) Sole proprietorship 
  (a) Fully national Private     

    

 
  

(b) Partnership 
  (b) Fully national Public     

    

 
  

(c) Limited liability company 
  (b) Fully foreign     

    

 
  

(d) Co-operative 
  (c) Joint national & foreign     

    

 
  

(e) Non-profit making body 
  (c1) more than 50 % national     

    

 
  (f) Other form of legalship   (c11) private     

    

 
  

if  the answer is YES, please tick the appropriate cells below on legal form and type of ownership,  if NO 
go to (4)   

    
 

                        

    

 1 
Trade name   

  

    

 

Physical address   
  

    

 2 
Trade name   

  

    

 

Physical address   
  

    

 3 
Trade name   

  

    

 

Physical address   
  

    

 4 
Trade name   

  

    

 

Physical address   
  

    

 5 
Trade name   

  

    

 

Physical address   
  

    
 

                        
    

               (4) Other 
 

  please specify below:   



    

 
    

    
 

                        
 

 

 

B Establishment information, cont. 
        

B5 

Type of establishment 
  
                  

  Please identify below whether the establishment is:   
    tick only ONE of the boxes below                 

  
1 Single enterprise, if true please fill in the blocks (A) for legal form and (B)for type of ownership 

      
                          

  
2Establishment as a division  of a multi-establishment enterprise, if true please fill in the block (C ) for identification of  
the parententerprise       

                          

  
3Head office of a multi-establishment enterprise, if true please fill in the blocks (A) for legal form, (B) for type of  
ownership, and (D) for listing the subordinated establishments (divisions)       

                          

  
4 Other, please specify: 

      
                            

              Legal form (A) and 
Ownership (B) 

  (A) Legal form: (B) Type of ownership:   

(a) Sole proprietorship   
(a) Fully national, Private     

    
  

(b) Partnership   
(b) Fully national, Public     

    
  

(c) Limited liability company   
(b) Fully foreign     

    
  

(d) Co-operative   
(c) Joint national & foreign     

    
  

(e) Non-profit making body   
(c1) more than 50 % national     

    
  

(f) Other form of legalship   
(c11) private     

                        
                                        

Identification (C ) Official name   
  

    
  

Trading name   
  

                          



    
  Physical address 

  
  

    
  

  
  

                          

    
  

Postal address 
  

Postal  code: 
  

    
  

Telephone/s land line: 
  

mobile: 
    

    
  

Fax 
    

    
  

E-mail 
    

                          
                                       

Listing block (D) 

1 

Trading name   
  

    
  

Physical address   
  

    
  2 

Trading name   
  

    
  

Physical address   
  

    
  3 

Trading name   
  

    
  

Physical address   
  

    
  4 

Trading name   
  

    
  

Physical address   
  

    
  5 

Trade name   
  

    
  

Physical address   
  

                          
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

C Economic characteristics 
        

C1 Kind of activity 

 

Please describe below the principal and the secondary activities of the establishment 
  

    

 

1 Principal activity, Description License 
Number   ISIC Rev 3* ISIC Rev 4* 

  

    

 

              

    
 

2 
Secondary activities, Description License 

Number   ISIC Rev 3* ISIC Rev 4* 
  

  
  

 

a           
  

    
 

b           
  

    
 

c             

    
 

d           
  

    
 

* To be completed by the Bureau of Statistics staff 

            
C2 Financial year 

 

1 Please indicate the period of your financial year   month 
  

    
 

a From the beginning of:         

    
 

b Till the end of:         
    

 
                

           C3 Economic 
variables 

 

1 Number of employees at the end of 2012             
    

 
  Males               

    
 

  Females               
    

 
                    

    
 

2 Total sales, annual turnover for the last reported financial year, 
Maloti       

    
 

                    

    
 

3 Fixed assets at the and of the last accounted year, 
Maloti           

    
 

                    

             D Administration 
               
 

                    
D1 Document 

 
1 Number of the document             

    
 

2 Start date of the interview             
    

 
3 Date of completion               

    
 

4 Date of checking by supervisor             

    

 
5 Remarks               



  
  

 
      

    
 

                    

            
  

    
 

                    

D2 Enumerator: 

 
          

    
 

name, surname   signature   

            
  

    
 

                    

D3 Supervisor 

 
          

    
 

name, surname   signature   

                 
 

                    

D4 Coordinator 

 
                    

    
 

      name, surname       signature     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
Mission: To coordinate the National Statistical 
System(NSS) and produce accurate, timely and reliable 
culturally relevant and internationally comparable 
statistical data for evidence-based planning, decision 
making, research, policy, program, formulation and 
monitoring and evaluation to satisfy the needs of users 
and producers. 
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